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Borgoratto Alessandrino lies in the tranquil corner of Piedmont where the fruitful hills, covered with vines, have now become meadows, on the regional road which connects Alexandria with Acqui Terme. It is not far from the wooded creeks of young Bormida. There, Romeo Bozzetti, after many heroic adventures and wandering around Italy unwillingly, acquired a small house in order to accommodate his aged parents, and a little later his family. This occurred in 1867, and in 1872 he married Edvige Griziotti de’ Gianani. Seven children were born to them: Lena who become a Sister of the Adoration in France; Francesco Cino, who died after a few months; Francesco Cino the second, a well known watercolourist and etcher who left signs of his talent in the College and Calvario of Domodossola and in the house of Pusiano
; Pinì, our Father General; Quinzia, still born and buried at Trapani
 Nino, a Doctor of Law who married and was the only one to carry on the family name; and Carlo was born at Naples and died there after four or five months.

Giuseppe was born at Borgoratto (AL) on 19 September 1878. His father (1835 – 1907), who had been a refugee in Piedmont in order to escape military service under the Austrians, was a soldier. At first he was a follower of Garibaldi (one of the Thousand who disembarked at Marsala in 1860), then he became a Major in the regular army and was decorated several times. He ended up with a pension as General. This naturally brought with it a ‘wanderer’s’ life both for him and the family: Trapani, Naples, Reggio Calabria, Ancona, Genoa and Turin. Giuseppe was always proud of his father and recalled him in touching verse:

You used to mount your horse

Firm in the saddle erect you shone

Forceful and handsome, more than the normal.

And on the great parades you held

You guided your soldiers who were proud

Of you; and the crammed crowd were full of 

Admiration. ………Distant in space and in 

Time, I sensed you living in me more than in 

The happy days (still today such a sweet 

Dream) of my childhood.

It was pleasant for me to remember you, my

Father, your staunch courage, your honest 

Intellect, in your disdain for any base strife,

In that noble temperament, which seemed a 

Privilege of the time in which you were born.

Men? In my life which is now a long one

I have rarely found anyone comparable to you’
.

Giuseppe was greatly drawn to his mother (1844 – 1900) who was a deeply religious and cultured woman and the direct educator of her four children: 

You were at home

The air which is not visible and yet 

Permeates everything

In every place and in every event you were there,

To give yourself to your husband and your children

It was you who thought of everything,

Were Conscious of everything and did everything 

From morning till night, from night till morning 

A never ending vigil.’

.She remained for the last eight years of her young life, paralysed in bed. And it was pleasant for her children:

To give back a little to you 

Of so much that you have given to us

And which made you supremely loved by us’.

She always remained in his heart until he dreamt of her after so long a time:

I have wept torrents in a long dream

Where I have found my mother again after 

So long a time.

Ah! the words and images of these dreams 

Soon vanish
.’

These quotations from the poems of his maturity speak of the human feeling, even in the prevalent austerity of those times, which enriched the mind of Giuseppe Bozzetti; of his religious feelings, learnt at the knees of his mother who read the Gospel to him – a little boy nine years old – as his brothers bear witness: ‘He was always the most ready to fulfil his duties: he showed a special spirit of piety, he began the prayers in the room with his brothers, setting an example of going regularly to confession and communion, and dragging the others along even if they were not very enthusiastic
.

Giuseppe went to elementary school and grammar school in the various cities where the family was living and also the high school for classics at Alessandria, and the University at Turin, the Faculty of Jurisprudence. Indeed he completed his education by learning foreign languages, French from his mother, English from his governess, Miss Ellis and German at Turin with lessons from a German lady, Spanish at the Philological Society of Turin.

He liked music very much, especially classical music. He went to the theatre and concerts and took part in balls at the country festivals. There are letters to his family in which he describes long Sunday walks, visits to Museums or family friends. His social life was both glittering and simple.

His devotion to university study was whole hearted but — with the passing of years — more and more dissatisfying. His spiritual discomfort consisted in the dryness of juridic material, in the feeling of seeing erected a beautiful building of positive theories without a solid philosophical foundation. Until one day someone — perhaps the canonist Vincenzi Papa. Director of the magazine, La Sapienza and with a deep knowledge of Rosmini — gave him the Filosofia del diritto, of Father Founder. In this work he discovered that truth for which he had been searching for a long time, namely, that right is not something precious possessed by man but ‘the human person himself is subsisting right’, that is the person has in himself all the elements of right
. 

It was a real thunderbolt! Everything now took on form and consistency; everything acquired balance and force, thanks to Rosmini. In addition to this discovery, there was an event in his spiritual life, a confession made in the church of San Massimo, almost certainly in 1899. On returning home he told one of his brothers that he had never felt so good, that he had never come across such an enlightened priest. He added, ‘he told me that he was a Rosminian’
.From then on he got more interested in the life and works of Rosmini, and in July of 1900 he even betook himself to Calvario di Domodossola to undergo a retreat and ultimately to make his decision to enter the Institute of Charity . In fact on 24 July he wrote to his father from Calvario:

My dear father, My retreat finishes on Friday. So on Saturday about 11.30 I will be with you again. And I am returning with a sense of two fold joy. The first is that, following the dictates of my heart,I sure of my vocation, resulting in a very great calmness of spirit, an extraordinary serenity of soul. The second is to be seeing you again, and to believe that God wishes me to pass some months with you, you whom I love most dearly on earth.

I hope you will welcome my decision without being too sad, because if you desire my well - being you desire only my happiness, and, as far as humanly possible, I am certain, I repeat, of my vocation. Only an absolutely exceptional fact would persuade me that I am deceived.

Given such certainty why should I delay telling you? Continue to keep you in suspense? It is necessary that you begin to get used to the idea, in so far as it is painful.

On the other hand, if I know that this is the will of God, would I not be making light of it, in not informing you who have the right to know, without more ado? Is it not cowardly and hypocritical to speak evasively, saying, ‘I will examine it a bit more, I will ponder on it a bit more’ when in fact the decision has already been made?. You certainly have never educated me to think like this. Unfortunately with the grave step which I am taking my heart feels divided when I think of the separation from the many things that I so dearly love. But what affects me more is knowing that you are sad, too sad from this point of view. Nevertheless you could not do anything more pleasing to our heavenly Father, nor acquire greater merit at his hands than by courageously sacrificing your own son. At the same time you will do something perfectly just, attributing to God what belongs to God, that is, that his will be done. However I fear that you regard the matter from a different point of view. Yet mine, precisely because it is more ingenuous, is more just.

I am not going to speak at this point of the Institute of Charity, keeping this for my homecoming. You will see immediately that its rules are less liberal than Canon Papa described to me. This does not take away from the fact that it is all inspired with a perfect evangelical spirit.

I have spoken to Father General who has arrived here recently. He is certainly an impressive person, broadminded and of great expeience. Today, during the hour of recreation, I made the acquaintance of a Brother, a priest, Don Giuseppe Campari, to be precise, Cordial Campari, who entered the Institute four years ago at the age of 34, with a degree in law, literature and languages. Before he left the world he was totally devoted to literature and was closely acquainted with all the notables of the modern literary world, both Italian and foreign. He is an accomplished Milanese with an enviable eloquence. He said his first Mass two months ago and is due next October to be professor of Italian in the secondary school here at Domodossola.

Don Balsari has given me a recent life of Rosmini, which I will bring home, it is most interesting and wholly based on original documents according to what Fr General told me.

I am in very good health, though the lay brother who serves me at tablet laments that I eat too little…

Thank Lena very much for her letter, and tell Cino that I am expecting to find something completed in his studio.

Many greetings to them and Nino who, I hope, will have found you company.

Be of good mind according to the will of our heavenly Father and bless your most affectionate son,

Pinì’
.

This was a candid, affectionate letter which must have shaken his father to the core. He was recently a widower (there is, in fact, no reference in the letter to his mother!) placing all his hopes on this son, and who logically saw ‘the matter from a different point of view’.

‘On the last day you said to me

“You go your own way.

Forgive me for the pain I cause 

You; but I cannot conceal how I

Suffer for what you intend doing”.

I knelt and asked for your

Blessing
.’

It was a family tragedy endured by all with dignity and resoluteness. On 29 December 1900 the new doctor of Law entered Calvario as a novice, sacrificing all those things of which he was most proud. There followed ‘two years of intense prayer, of profound meditation “on the great truths” and intense study of the Constitutions, the Rules and ascetical works of (from now on) his Father Founder His attractive spirituality, wholly permeated by the love of God and neighbour, from now on would be nourishment for him and so many brethren in Christ with whom Providence would wish him share it from time to time’
. Father Bernardino Balsari would be his novice master for a month, then in 1901 he was elected Superior General. After him came Father Policarpo Garibaldi of whom Father Bozzetti would be very fond all his life.

On 12 January 1903 Giuseppe Bozzetti professed his scholastic vows and was sent to the Collegio Mellerio – Rosmini as class prefect, and with the task of studying theology. Later he would confess that he found it very hard in the beginning to conform to that obedience which asked him to work with young secondary students, towards whom he also harboured some prejudices: ‘Obedience alone comforted me in my first steps in that life. I had not been a boy in college. On the contrary I had absorbed with my education a definite antipathy for boarding schools ….And the first year which I passed at Domo as prefect was a most unhappy one as I was without any experience of the boarding school mentality. 

Frankly, if I had not believed that whether I liked it or not it was the will of God that I lived among the students, I would not have wished to stay there at any price’. Then his feeling changed and he confessed: ‘The College of Domodossola became a great part of me. I lived there four different times in various tasks for a good twenty years, sixteen of which I was Rector. I often experience a pang of nostalgia…’’
. And to those who observed that it was cruel to submit young clerics to the drudgery of the office of prefect in the college, Father Bozzetti used to reply: ‘It is a hard trial but one which does one good: It is like taking the place of military training’.

After two years he was recalled to Calvario and appointed Pro - Secretary to Father General Balsari, and in June 1906 he visited the Rosminian houses in England with him. 

On 23 September 1906 he was ordained priest at Vercelli, and, after his first mass at Calvario, he left for Rome for the task of pastoral work in the basilica of San Carlo al Corso. This had been entrusted to the Rosminian Fathers through the kindness of Saint Pius X.

Here he graduated in philosophy in the ‘Studium Urbis’ in July 1907, defending his thesis on The Concept of Substance and its Actuation in Reality: an essay in gnoseology and metaphysics
. In 1907 his beloved father died. On 29 September 1908 he took his spiritual coadjutor vows at Calvario di Domodossola. In 1909 he entered the Faculty of Literature and graduated with full marks on 1 July, defending his thesis on, Antonio Rosmini from the Literary and Aesthetical Point of View. This study would be the text for any later research on the subject
. 

With this wonderful cultural preparation and with the natural gift of a great teacher Father Bozzetti was the most renowned professor of Italian in the officially recognised Liceo of Mellerio – Rosmini of Domodossola. from September 1909 to March 1935. These were 25 fulfilling years, during which he combined being Rector of the College (from September 1911 for thirteen years, with an interval from 1929 to 1933 during which he was Master of Novices at Calvario), President of the School (1923 – 1928), the Provincial of Italy (1929 – 1935) and the teacher of theology to the clerics (1931 – 1933).

How he was able to carry so many combined responsibilities God only knows, especially as difficult political and social events followed, such as the first world war 1914 – 1918, the fascist dictatorship, the huge loss of men and religious vocations involved in various works.

On 23 September 1911 Father Bozzetti professed the Presbyter vows of the Institute at the hands of Father Balsari at Calvario. In 1915 he took up the task, which lasted for 21 years, of spiritually directing by letter the Sicilian poetess and writer Angelina Lanza, who would become an Ascribed Member and one of the most faithful interpreters of the philosophical and ascetical teaching of Antonio Rosmini.

It hardly needs saying with what passion Father Bozzetti had begun from his youth to spread the ascetical and philosophical thought of Father Founder, and with what force and clarity he defended it when it was attacked, badly interpreted or positively distorted.

It was in 1917, in a very subtle historical and critical study on Rosmini nell’ Ultima Critica di Ausonio Franchi, eighty pages of concise and respectful reasoning that he concludes: What [I have written] cannot be displeasing to anybody who loves to see everyone obey perfectly peace and justice always
.

Meanwhile he was writing a sketch of Antonio Rosmini for Rivista Rosminiana which would remain unfinished, but even so an incomparable and polished work
. At Milan he began meetings with the Ascribed and friends (twice a month), who would transcribe the discussions, and submit them to the author. They would become small books read by many
. His comments on the Gospel of the Sunday and feast days would also appear in Bolletino Charitas, from the first number (July – August 1927) to August 1944, and later from 1954 to 1956.

In September 1929 Father Bozzetti was appointed Provost Provincial. The first urgent problem which needed resolving was the dearth of vocations to the Institute. In 1931, with the help of Father Pusineri and some Ascribed Members, he bought the Villa Beauharnais on the banks of Lago Pusiano. After some alterations, the first aspirants flocked in, in the spring of 1932. These assured a continuous flow of young men for the Novitiate of Calvario. Also in 1935 the accommodation for aspirants in the Palazzo Rosmini, Rovereto was transferred to a more ample locale, the Villa Pischel which was bought in that year.

From 20 – 23 September 1943 the IX National Congress of Philosophy was held at Padua in which some very notable names of prestigious Italian philosophical culture took part. In the programme for the afternoon of 21st a memorial tablet was to be unveiled recording the university years spent by Rosmini in the ‘City of the Saint’ (1816 – 1819). Father General was invited to the ceremony. He delegated Father Bozzetti to give the inaugural address on his behalf. Also Fr Bozzetti took an active part in all four days of the Congress, making his mark with his knowledge and his capacity for discussion. We can say that this signalled his official entry into world of Italian culture. He was an active influence through his writings, his discussions at meetings, his teaching at university
, and his written correspondence with the great intellects of his time.

On 25 March 1935, when Father Bozzetti was in the house of San Carlo al Corso in Rome, he was elected Provost General, the VII successor of Antonio Rosmini. His first preoccupation was the canonical approval of the Rosminian Sisters of Providence who, accepted, directed and loved by Father Founder, did not yet, after a hundred years of their existence, enjoy any juridical recognition. The incumbent danger lay in the separation of the Sisters from the Institute of Charity, the twofold division of the Sisters themselves (Italian and English) and the loss of the common spirit or charism of their foundation. There was a glimmer of movement in this direction and the comfort of hidden encouragement. Father Bozzetti was the right man in the right place. His sense of balance and human tact, his experience of religious life, and his juridic background enabled him to prepare the Constitutions of the Sisters and submit them for approval by the Holy See. He personally looked after this cause until the longed for pontifical approval was obtained on 18 April 1946. In this the Father General of the Institute of Charity was declared to be the guarantor of their spirit and, in some cases, responsible for the religious discipline of the Sisters
.

A second need immediately came to the notice of the attentive and far seeing Father Bozzetti, the new Provost General, namely, an internal international house of studies. The events which prepared him for this were these. 1935 was the joyful anniversary of the first sending of missionaries to England by Antonio Rosmini. Father Bozzetti commemorated the event with a long article published in the Osservatore Romano, and partly printed later as a summary of the life and work of the heroic Father Luigi Gentili
. The official celebration, however, took place in the Rosminian College of Ratcliffe (Leicester) and was the occasion of the first visit of Father General to the religious houses of Great Britain and Ireland. It was here that, noticing so much joyful, and youthful energy among our brethren, he conceived the idea of a Missionary College in Rome in which to prepare those destined for the vast missionary field of the Church. 

Encouraged by the assembled Provost Provincials, he immediately went to work on returning to Italy. Difficulties were not lacking and it seemed that they would sabotage the idea. But unexpected doors opened one after the other. In a private audience Father General was encouraged by Pius XI who, (and Fr Bozzetti himself states this) ‘deigned to make an outstanding loan in aid of such a building; an act of special or rather unusual kindness because he was totally against gifts of that sort’ 
. This was the origin of the ‘Collegio Missionario A. Rosmini’. And, on 10 November 1938, a fine group of 22 clerics, Italians and those from overseas took up residence in the house of Porta Latina 17, where, in October 1939, Padre Bozzetti also transferred the Generalitial residence from the house of San Carlo al Corso.

It was Fr Bozzetti who opened up the first Rosminian mission in Africa, sending his first missionaries to Tanganyika. This was in July 1945, and the Fathers were two Irishmen, the first fruits of the College of Porta Latina. In April 1950 the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda Fide erected the Apostolic Prefecture of Tanga, entrusting it to the Institute of Charity. Father Eugene Arthurs was appointed as Prefect. He would later be the first Bishop of Tanga. The Rosminian apostolate flourished, blessed by the Lord, and spread through a vast region with churches, schools, dispensaries, hospitals and still flourishes with the co – operation of all the Provinces, of our Sisters and of the indigenous Sisters desired by Monsignor Arthurs
.

Another very delicate charitable work, to which Father Bozzetti was responsive, was the education of totally deprived children, orphans or those from reformatories. Providence brought this to his attention in May 1941 with the request of Monsignor Antonio Galassini for us to take on the direction, the elementary teaching and the assistance of about 200 boys. He had housed these in an old castle at Fabriago di Romagna on behalf of the Ministry of Mercy and Justice. Father Bozzetti was keen to accept the work on behalf of the Institute to counterbalance, as it were, the reputation of ‘educators of the rich’ which the Rosminians had acquired with their renowned colleges. The agreement was signed with the above - mentioned Monsignor on 1 September 1941 and seven of our brethren straightaway took possession of the house Eight Sisters of the Holy Family of Castelletto del Garda collaborated by their work of the cooking and in the wardrobe
. Fr Bozzetti kept a very close eye on these tested brethren both by letters and in person, and only the sad events of war, which brought destruction and death, compelled him in 1945 to close down our work which was so fruitful and appreciated by all. But the closing of Fabriago enabled a similar undertaking to be strengthened. This was the Hostel of Charity at Biella, for orphaned students and workers from 6 to 18 years old, which had been started in 1943. This was also a difficult work by reason of the large range of age and the psychological situation in which the orphans found themselves, and because of the unclear intentions of the municipal administration of the City which held the purse strings, and with whom it was necessary to co operate. .All possible avenues were explored until, in October 1948, when it became clear that totally opposite pedagogical aims had emerged, and we were compelled to withdraw. 

Another great act showing Father Bozzetti’s devotion to Rosmini was the retrieval of Casa Bolongaro for the Institute. This villa at Stresa had been donated by Anna Maria Bolongaro to Rosmini, who had lived there from 14 November 1850 until his death, praying, writing, offering hospitality and suffering. Two years after Rosmini’s death the Villa was got rid of and ended up as the property of Elizabeth of Saxony, Duchess of Genoa, who lived there till 1912. It then passed into the hands of other owners who put it up for sale in 1942. Fortunately Father Pusineri boldly, and with the consent of Fr Bozzetti, managed to obtain it from the Commune who had made it a ‘world centre of attraction for foreigners’. Back in our hands the Villa Bolongaro became the ‘Collegio Bolongaro – Rosmini, ‘a pleasant and joyful centre for a group of children from elementary schools’
.

The Second World War brought with it grief and destruction everywhere, even for the Rosminians. We have just mentioned the closure of the house of Fabriago, shelled by allied troops because it was occupied by the Germans. The Istituto Rosminiano at Turin, damaged by the bombing of the city of Turin, was closed and evacuated to the Ossola. The Villa Bolongaro had scarcely begun as a school for little ones than it was requisitioned by the German SS and later half destroyed by a fire. With the suppression of the schools the college of Domodossola itself was occupied by the Germans for many months and left considerably damaged.

But the saddest of these sad events was the arrest and imprisonment of Father Bozzetti, for reasons which remain a mystery, and which lasted for a good 47 days (from 4 November to 21 December 1944) at Domodossola, Pallanza and Novara. Father Bozzetti himself wrote a very fine account of it, Storia del mio arresto, (Story of My Arrest)
, which was compared for its clarity of style, serenity and depth of Christian feeling with ‘Mie Prigioni’ of Silvio Pellico. These were dark days of great suffering for the Institute
.

After the war, Father Bozzetti turned his attention to the South of Italy, to his beloved Sicily, where his father had fought with honour and where his spiritual daughter, Angelina Lanza, lived, without his ever having met her. In 1948 he was invited to take part in the National Congress of Philosophy being held at Palermo, and he was asked to give some conferences and spiritual talks to a group of Catholic Graduates. He returned there the following March for a series of conferences and meditations on the connection between The Religious Problem and the Moral Problem in preparation for the Easter of the Graduates. Finally Monsignor Filippo Jacolino, Bishop of Trapani, came forward with the request to take on a new parish in his diocese. In short, within a period of four years the Rosminians found themselves in charge of four parishes, three in the Diocese of Trapani, (S. Giuseppe alle Fontanelle, Valderice e Crocevie) and one in the diocese of of Mazara del Vallo (Santa Ninfa), as well as a ‘Boys Town’ and the chaplaincy of a sanatorium (Torrebianca) half way between Trapani and Valderice.

These pastoral works were in addition to the Parish of Montecompatri (administered by the Rosminians from 1923) and the parish of San Romano in Milan entrusted to the Institute in 1941 by Cardinal Ildelfonso Schuster
.

Father Bozzetti celebrated 50 years of religious life in 1950. There were particularly solemn celebrations in ‘his’ College of Domo among the Fathers and the past pupils. The Mass and the Assembly of 3 September were a common manifestation of esteem and affection. On that occasion Father Bozzetti opened his heart to his sons, acknowledging the great gift of the vocation he had received from God, and that all the good he had been able to do had been realised subsequently and as a consequence of that gift.

But the great rejoicing came at the cost of sorrow. His dear brother Cino died in the preceding year at Borgoratto (25. 7. 49). Two days later on 3 September, the Rector and Spiritual Director of the College of Domodossola lost their lives in a car accident at San Massimo di Verona. But towards the end of November he had the great consolation of a precious letter from the Holy Father Pius XII who said:

Dilectio Filio Josepho Bozzetti, Generali Praeposito Instituti a caritate.

Cum quinquagesimus a nuncupatis religionis votis tibi nunc annus abeat, nolumus voluntatis Nostrae tibi testimonium deesse. Novimus enim te, exacto hoc temporis spatio, in pietatem et religiosam sollicitudinem incumbentem utile consumpsisse labores et de Instituto a caritate, cui nunc praees, egregie meritum esse. 

Quocirca de rebus feliciter actis Nostras tibi gratulationes afferimus, dum ex animo fausta et salutaria adprecamur, quae ad sancta optata tua large proficiant.

Perge igitur evangelicarum virtutum alere cultum, praecipue autem caritatis, quae ceterarum est fastigium atque christianae dignitatis veluti nota et tessera.

In auspicium denique divini praesidii et luminis, quod industriae tuae uberius in dies delabi percupimus, 

Apostolicam Benedictionem tibi impertimur eandemque ad sodales tuos extendimus.

Ex Aedibus Vaticanis, die XXVIII mensis Novembris anno MCML, Pontificatus Nostri decimo secundo:

PIUS pp XII
.

[To our beloved son Joseph Bozzetti, Provost General of the Institute of Charity,

Since 50 years have elapsed since the taking of your religious vows, we are unwilling not to add our own recognition. We know that over this time, you have usefully spent yourself devotedly and with religious care in the labours entrusted to you and are deserving of the highest praise concerning the Institute of Charity of which you are now in charge. Therefore we congratulate you on all these things happily carried out and pray with all our heart for your health and well – being that these may abundantly benefit your holy aspirations at this time.

Continue therefore to nourish the cultivation of the evangelical virtues, especially charity, which is the chief of all others and is, as it were, the mark and seal of Christian dignity.

So, as a pledge of divine protection and enlightenment which we desire to assist you more fruitfully in your work at this time, we impart to you our Apostolic Blessing and extend this to your brethren.

From the Vatican, 28 November, 1950, the 12th year of our Pontificate.

Pius XII].

The Sostituto, Monsignor G. B. Montini, added his own congratulations and prayers. in his accompanying document.

Father Bozzetti made frequent visits overseas to the houses and works of our Fathers: in Great Britain and Ireland every three years (excepting obviously the war years). He went to the United states at the end of April, 1936
 and in November 1953. He stayed in Africa, in the Diocese of Tanga, for five weeks from the end of October to November 1952, welcomed by our missionaries ‘with a kind generosity which quite disguised the normal conditions of their hard life’
. 

Something still needs to be said about Father Bozzetti’s intense cultural activity not only as teacher and educator, but as a scholar and writer with the authentic attitude of a spiritual master and also, when the occasion demanded it, the force of a powerful polemicist.

Ascetical works, articles on philosophy, on theology, on morals, pedagogy, aesthetics, law, politics, literature, reviews and discussions appeared innumerable times in Rivista Rosminiana, but also in La Rocca, Studium, Rivista Internazionale di Filosofia del Diritto, Justitia, Humanitas, Giornale di metafisica, Docete, and later contributions, in the Enciclopedia Cattolica, and in the Dizionario di Teologia Morale; writings which, for the most part, have been collected in 3700 pages of the Complete Works of Father Bozzetti. They were devotedly assembled for the tenth anniversary of his death by his disciple and friend Michele Federico Sciacca.

The fame acquired in the field of theology and philosophy by Father Bozzetti, especially after the course of conferences organised at Rome in 1940 by the Istituto Nazionale di Studi Filosofici [the National Institute of Philosophical Studies] made him a sought – after speaker for many Conferences. Cities such as Rome, Florence, Bologna, Genoa, Turin, Stresa, Gallarate, Rovereto, Bolzano and Palermo found him to be a succinct speaker and an attentive listener. The monthly meetings in the House at Porta Latina of the Docenti universitari [University Lecturers] became well – known. The Unione Giuristi Cattolici Italiani [Union of Italian Catholic Jurists] often consulted him and FIDAE (Federazione Istituti Dipendenti Autorità Ecclesiastica) [The Federation of Institutes Dependent on Ecclesiastical Authority] wished to make him its President
.

The last great chapter in the hard – working life of Father Bozzetti takes its title from the celebration of the centenary of the death of Antonio Rosmini (1955). In March 1951 a limited Comitato Promotore [organising committee] which numbered Rosminian lay scholars, because Father Bozzetti, (who also knew everything it was doing and gave it his approval) did not want to give the impression that the Institute of Charity wished to take up again old and outdated polemics in a partisan way. This would have caused the gravest harm to the Rosminian Cause
. Professor Sciacca was the heart and soul of the organisation of the Comitato and the first decisions of the actual programme of work were:

· the Summons of a Competition for a critical study of Rosmini (reserved to young scholars),

· the publication of an Anthology of the principal philosophical writings and pedagogy of Rosmini,

· a series of Rosminian philosophical studies.

Other initiatives followed in the subsequent years up to the ‘Congresso Internazionale sulla problematica politico – sociale’ at Bolzano (1954) [The International Congress on the socio – political question’], the centenary celebrations at Turin (opened by Father Bozzetti on 18 December 1954) and those at Stresa (1 July 1954 and 1955), the celebrations at Domodossola on 20 February, the 25 September (with the inauguration of the bronze doors of the Collegiate church) and the 30 October (with the blessing and erection of the great cross on Calvary), the solemn official celebration in the Campidoglio in the presence of the Head of state (20 March); the Congresso pedagogico nazionale [The National Conference on Pedagogy], at Rovereto (28 – 30 October); the Congresso Internazionale di Filosofia (International Congress of Philosophy] held at Stresa from 20 till 26 July, in the presence of more than 300 well – known people, representing 29 Italian and foreign Universities, 5 philosophical Societies, 5 Catholic Universities, Academies, Institutes of Theological Studies, Philosophical Reviews, representatives of political, administrative and military Authorities, of Orders and Religious Institutes, of the diocesan clergy and the Rosminian family..

Everyone can imagine the intensity that the Comitato Esecutivo experienced in organising the undertaking, and the intellectual power of the participants. One point which remains to be investigated is the great anxiety of Father Bozzetti of possible negative and even hostile reactions to Rosmini. How open the pleasure and gratitude on everyone’s part was at the promising outcome of the celebrations can be measured by the moving final ovation of conference participants.

Father Bozzetti gave thanks to God, and also to his friend Professor Sciacca, who amply deserved them. But to this was added his sorrowful acceptance of the almost unexpected death, on 31 July of Father Hugh Honan, a friend more than a faithful adviser, and an active helper at the time. 

To his thanks was added his own ‘Nunc Dimittis: ‘Now that the Centenary is completed — he used to repeat rather unwillingly to his closest collaborators — ‘I can also depart’
. A presentiment? In his last letter for Christmas 1955 he expressed it in this way: ‘Once again divine Providence sees to it that I send you my Christmas greetings as your Father General. The years pass and there are not many left for me according to ordinary human expectations. So, bearing in mind that I shall shortly have to surrender to God my direction of the Institute, I ask his pardon and yours for my defects and I trust that your brotherly prayers will obtain for me the mercy of God’
. 
Fr Bozzetti’s deterioration in health was swift. After the labours we have mentioned he complained that he was physically and intellectually tired. Also he cut down on his travelling. His last journey was to Diano Marina to visit the young Irish scholastics who were living there. During his return journey by train he felt unwell. On Sunday 27 May 1956 he said Mass in his private chapel, and even saw some of the brethren; then he went to bed with severe chest pain. Towards 10.30 he was taken by ambulance to the Hospital of Santo Stefano Rotondo run by the Blue Sisters. In the afternoon Father Procurator, Pio Bolla, administered the Oil of the Sick and at 16.30 he passed away in the Lord. 

Pope Pius XII shared in the grief of the Rosminian family with this telegram: ‘News of the death of the renowned Provost General Don Giuseppe Bozzetti brings sadness to the Holy See, who, in praying for the eternal rest of the soul of this worthy priest, comforts the Brethren and spiritual Sons in their mourning with a heart - felt Apostolic Blessing. I add personal condolences and an assurance of prayers. Dell’ Acqua. Sostituto’
.
The news was appropriately spread by Radio; the Osservatore Romano wrote of him with great sincerity and admiration, and people expressed their grief in a general way by telegrams, letters, and visits to the remains lying in a room in the Generalitial House. The funeral took place at San Carlo al Corso in which a large number of well – known religious and lay folk took part, together with a group of Rosminian Superiors including some from overseas. The burial took place at Campo Verano in the vault of the Rosminian Family. 

What has been recorded here is only part of the busy life of Father Bozzetti. Not all his writings have been mentioned; not all his social works have been enumerated; his mildness and his very balanced character have not been sufficiently stressed. Especially, his extensive and profound work of spiritual direction, as witnessed by about a hundred letters, conserved in the Generalitial Archive, has not been given sufficient prominence.

But, because I must finish, let me quote the beautiful testimony of Monsignor Giulio Facibeni
 which was used as the inscription on the memorial card printed for relations, brethren, sisters and friends ‘The noble mind of Father Bozzetti spent its time here on earth pouring out treasures of truth and goodness. His words, simple, terse and penetrating sank into the heart, and aroused the desire for ever more enlightenment and the resolve to be inwardly renewed. He conquered souls for Jesus by fervent prayer, by the shining example of his priestly life and tireless apostolate. He was a faithful interpreter of the thoughts and sentiments of his Founder, he worked arduously to vindicate the power and purity of his thought, his love of the church and holiness of his life’
.

A summary which is a fitting expression of all that was Father Giuseppe Bozzetti.
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