[image: image1.jpg]
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Ewuaso Kedong  - Kibiko – Kimuka – Saikeri – Najile - Enkorika &  Empaash Mass Centres


Dear Friends

Since I last wrote to you in March of this year the parish has gone from strength to strength. I will try to give you a summary all that has happened and to give a few pictures in these next two pages. Anyone who wants to see more pictures and has access to the internet can join the group ‘Ewuaso Kedong Catholic Mission’ on Facebook. 
In May I travelled to the USA to visit donors in different parts of the country. 
As always when I was leaving the people came with many gifts to bring to donors and friends to show their appreciation for all that is done for them.
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We are hoping in the coming years to be able to develop projects to try to alleviate the long term effects of drought. This will involve quite a large project of improving water availability in the whole area and also introducing new ways of food production for the people. Nothing has been finalised yet but once it is I will share more about it. 
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With some of the children and parish priest of 
St. Anne’s Wausau, Wisconsin who have helped us over the last few years

The year up until October was marked by drought and a lot of suffering for people as they headed off many, many miles in search of grazing for their animals…. losing many on the way to starvation and sickness. For some of those who remained behind life was difficult but with the help of donations from Cross International Catholic Outreach and some other individual donations we were able to help many families with short term food relief.
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The long trip to deliver the relief food
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Some of the people who gathered for the relief
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The long walk home

At Easter we had many baptisms in different parts of the parish. The next photo shows some of the proud mothers and parish priest with some of the newly baptised in Ewuaso Kedong. 
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Before my departure to the USA we had confirmations for the whole parish in Kibiko Church. The Vicar General, Fr. Francis Mwangi presided. There were over 90 people confirmed ranging in age from 14 to 66. 
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The Ewuaso Confirmation Group with their teachers
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Fr. Mwangi confirming 
& sponsor standing with the newly confirmed.

In July the Irish Dentists who come and volunteer each year in a neighbouring parish visited us and had many customers needing work. This year they stayed overnight and we were able to show them some hospitality in thanksgiving for their valuable work. 
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We continued our work in the field of education with our Kindergarten School having over 100 pupils this year. 
Also because of generous donations from different people we helped the local government primary school for the third year running covering the cost of their after school and holiday tuition costs. They continue to improve their grades in the state exams. 

Another help we give in the field of education is through paying the secondary/high school fees of the less well off, young men and women who would not be able to continue with their education without help. This year because of the increased cost of living many more requests came and we were not able to help many. Remember that for 400 € / 540 US$ a year you too could sponsor a girl or boy to continue in their education an opportunity they will not get without your help. Each pupil is vetted by a committee to ensure that the most needy get our help. 

In October Fr. Stan Malisa, a Rosminan from Tanzania, joined us in the parish. He has previously worked in both Kenya and Tanzania in various fields. He was a very welcome addition to the parish team. 
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Fr. Stan with some parishioners
at his first mass in Enkorika

Many other events occurred in the life of the parish during the year but are not recoded here as we are limited by space. 

The final event of the year was the blessing and opening of the Marie Adelaide Centre, our new rescue centre on the 11th December. 
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Bult at the reduest of
Chief Simon Ole NKipai




We were honoured to have Cardinal John Njue, the archbishop of Nairobi and administrator of our diocese present with us for this feast. The event was attended by over 3000 people, people from all parts of the parish were there and people from the different denominations, the children from our school, Government officials and many Nuns, priests and Brothers. The amazing thing is that the people of the parish fed them all….. 
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Some of the people present for the feast
Cooking began the day before and the women were there all night preparing the food. The men came about 3 am to kill and prepare the meat…. cows, goats and sheep were slaughtered and a great time was had by all.

Now the major work begins and Sr. Caroline whom you see in the picture in the next column with the Cardinal is the one appointed by her Congregation to be in charge of this valuable work. Already four girls have been brought to the centre who have been rescued by the Chief. 
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___________________________

And so we reach the celebration of Christmas again and begin another year hoping always that the Lord will continue to bless us all and our families. The year has been another difficult one all over the world both financially and spiritually but we, who believe in Jesus Christ, are assured that ‘He is with us always’ in the good times and the difficult ones. 

My prayer is that the coming year will be a year of true blessings for each of you who help the less well off than yourselves through your prayers and sacrifices. 

You will continue to be remembered in our weekly mass for our benefactors each Saturday. 

May God bless you all. 

A very happy Christmas to you all from John Fortune and all the parishioners of Ewuaso Kedong.

Donations are always needed and can be sent in the usual way. If you have any queries at all please do not to hesitate to contact me at the address at the bottom of page 1.  Also please note change of phone number. 
Donations can be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce i.c., 

Rosminian House of Prayer, Glencomeragh, Kilsheelan, 

Co. Tipperary, 

Ireland. 

Tel: +353 52 33181

Fr. Paddy also operates a bank account for the parish and donations can be made directly to that…

AIB Bank, 65/67 O'Connell St., Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

A/c. Name           IPIC Ewuaso Account 

A/c No.                40016297

Sorting Code:     93 53 79

Or in the USA
Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald i.c., 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 

P.O. Box 1218, Seffner,

Florida 33583. USA. 

Tel: +1 813 689 4241
P.O. Box 522, Ngong Hills 00208, Kenya.           Tel 1:  +254 720 911317         Email: ewuaso@gmail.com
Priest-in charge: Fr. John Fortune I.C.                   Web: www.riftvalleykenya.com

