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   Ewuaso oo’ Nkidongi Parish Newsletter n.  24 

Dec.   2009
Ewuaso oo’ Nkidongi  - Kibiko – Kimuka – Saikeri – Najile - Enkorika &  Empaash Mass Centres

Dear Friends

As I sit down to write this I am aware that Christmas is almost upon us and that because of so many activities in the parish I am late in sending my greetings to you all. 

As I write a seminar for the youth has just finished here in Ewuaso. It is the second such seminar to take place and over 50 youth from the different areas of the parish took part. It was a seven day seminar and all of the participants are lodging here in Ewuaso. The event has been subsidised by offerings from the readers of this Newsletter. It has been a great success in bringing youth not only from different parts of the parish but from different tribal backgrounds together. 
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The participants and the team 
who guided the week long event

The month of December brought different visitors to Ewuaso beginning with Fr. Joe Reilly Provincial of the Irish Province followed a few days later by Fr. General James Flynn from Rome. The 8th of December, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, brought the biggest influx of visitors. This was the day we had set aside for the official opening and blessing of the 2 new classrooms of the kindergarten (Funded by Cross International Catholic Outreach) and the completed Sisters Convent (Funded by The Little Way Association and the Daughters of the Heart of Mary). 
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The Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Alain Paul Lebeaupin, came to Ewuaso for the event and as well as the District Commissioner, representing the local M.P. who was unavailable. Sisters from different congregations also attended as well as Carmelite priests and Fr. Thomas Akello from the Rosminian Formation House. 

The Christians from Ewuaso were preparing for the event for over a month beforehand. From the young children who danced during the celebrations of the mass, the choir, the cooks and the many other unseen tasks that had to be done in preparation, their preparations proved to be very successful.

Catholics from the different parts of the parish were joined by many other local people and their pastors and the number of people who attended the celebration and enjoyed the meal that followed were more than 2,000. 
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Regular readers of the Newsletter will remember that I had not planned to have this feast until the drought was over and the people, who at the moment are almost completely dependant of Food Aid, would not be burdened by the cost of putting on such an event. But thanks be to God we were able to go ahead without troubling the people due to a donation we received from Sr. Camillus Walsh.  
Projects Update
Saikeri Water Project
Saikeri water project which was begun almost a year ago has gone very slowly. While the standard of work of the contractor is excellent his timing is hopeless and many times I have been exasperated by the length of time he takes to do anything. 

However, after a number of threats, he has completed the work and the project is up and running.  There remains work to be done on the Wind Pump and some minor works here and there but this does not effect the operation of the project.. 

The Wind Pump is not operating as the pipes were dropped into the well and he has been unable to retrieve them without the help of a crane. This he is organising at his own expense as the fault was his. 

Once all is fixed, sometime in the first quarter of the new year, we hope to have an official handing over ceremony to the local community. 

With this project many people are helped but predominantly women and children whose task it is to collect water. They now have a good source of water close by  instead of walking many kilometres to fetch it .
Our thanks, and the thanks of the people of Saikeri go to our generous benefactors in Wausau, Wisconsin. 
Kindergarten  Classrooms
The New Classrooms
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Many thanks to Cross International who continue to support the work of educating children in Ewuaso Kedong. With these new classrooms and a new teacher (who education was funded by Cross) the number of pupils will increase in the coming academic year which starts in January to 105. 

Sister’s Convent
As was:
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As is: 
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We continue to thank God for the blessing of the sisters’ presence and work in the parish.
Catechists

The Catechists continue to be busy in their different areas within the parish. They have prepared many people to receive the sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Communion during the Christmas Day masses and later in the year confirmations will be held with the largest number of people ever confirmed at one time in the Parish.  
In Kibiko, after a course for 11 people run by the catechist, we had the commissioning of Mass Readers on the first Sunday of Advent. We hope next year to be able to extend this course to people in other parts of the parish.  
Many thanks to the people who help to pay part of the salaries of the catechists as this lessens the burden of the parish and the people and allows the catechists to continue with their invaluable work in the parish. 
The Coming Year 
Hopes for the coming year are many but the more concrete ones that we would like to get under way are listed below. In the New Year I will write more about each one as space is lacking in this issue. The only thing we lack to get started is funds !
· Catechists House in Empaash

Estimated cost: €20,000

· Girls Rescue Centre Ewuaso Kedong.   Estimated cost: €200,000
· Transport for Catechists: 2 motorbikes estimated cost €6,000

· Completion of Fathers House, Ewuaso Kedong. Estimated cost: €31,000

************************
With only a day to go before we celebrate the coming of Christ I ask for your continued prayers and support for the physical and spiritual growth of the parish. 
Should anyone have some ‘pennies’ left over after the family’s celebration of Christmas please remember us. 
Donations can be sent in the usual way. If you have any queries at all please do not to hesitate to contact me at the address at the bottom of the page 1. 

Donations can be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce i.c., 

Rosminian House of Prayer, Glencomeragh, 

Kilsheelan, 

Co. Tipperary, 

Ireland. 

Tel: +353 52 33181

Fr. Paddy also operates a bank account for the parish and donations can be made directly to that…

AIB Bank, 65/67 O'Connell St., Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

A/c. Name           IPIC Ewuaso Account 

A/c No.                40016297

Sorting Code:     93 53 79

Or in the USA

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald i.c., 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 

P.O. Box 1218,

Seffner,

Florida 33583.

USA. 

Tel: +1 813 689 4241
___________________________
I regret that it is impossible for me to send individual greetings for Christmas to all the people who are involved in the growth of the parish of Ewuaso oo’Nkidongi due to the cost of post here in Kenya and the time such writing would take me.

But be assured that you are all, each and every one of you, in my thoughts and prayers at this special time of the year. 
May God bless at the coming of His Son into the world and keep you all safe during the coming year.

Best wishes 
John Fortune 
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