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Ewuaso Kedong, Kibiko, Kimuka, Saikeri, Najile, Empaash,  Enkorika Mass Centres


Dear Friends
Greetings from Ewuaso Kedong. Well the Holy Week and Easter ceremonies have gone for another year and in the aftermath of wonderful, yet tiring, celebrations I take the opportunity to send you some news from here and also my best wishes for a very happy Easter.
The severe drought continues here and now not only are domestic animals dying but also wild animals. The locals say that ‘once you see the wild animals dying people are next’.

But rather than trying to explain what is happening I thought I would allow you to read one of the many articles from a local national newspaper. The journalist gives a very good synopsis of the situation:
Taken from the East African Standard, Monday 6th April 2009. Written by Peter Orengo

Nkuran village of Ewuaso Division in Kajiado North Constituency has been in mourning for the last two months. Not because anyone has died, but because they are losing their cattle by the hour. The pastoralists are staring death in the eye every time a cow drops dead, due to the famine ravishing the vast Maasailand.

Kurash ole Koroe and his five exhausted cows are clustered under a thorny Acacia tree when The Standard visited the grief stricken village.  The five animals could not make the daily 20km trek to Ewuaso watering point, after which they could browse on thorny leaves, like goats, and eat dry grass.

Family stock
Littered around are tens of rotting carcasses of cattle. We count over 30 dead and rotting animals that stink from as far as two kilometers away.

Ole Koroe is unable to speak until we offer a bottle of drinking water. He drinks thirstily then, with a sigh, says: "One of them is already lying down and it will not be able to stand again. By tomorrow or the day after, I am not sure any of them will still be alive."

"Even the dogs and hyenas are so full that they no longer want any more meat. At night, the fighting over the carcasses has stopped since there are more than enough for all the scavengers," he adds, sadly. His extended family has lost over 300 animals in the past two months, out of the original 800. 

He says his 67-year-old father left their homestead with his wives and has left everything to his son. "My father went away to avoid witnessing what was happening to the family stock that he nurtured for years. Maasai elders value cattle, even more than their wives and children," ole Koroe says.

Cattle are the economic lifeblood of around 150,000 Maasai scattered in homesteads across Kenya’s southern Rift Valley. Pastoralists who once sold their cattle for as much as Sh30,000 a head are off-loading the beasts for as little as Sh1,000 to buy feed for the rest. 

Even the donkeys that used to ferry water for cattle are too weak and some are dying. Many are now sold only for their skins, worth just Sh10 per kilogram, as slaughterhouses will not take emaciated beasts. With no cows left, herders are left with no means of paying school fees or buying food.  Mr. John Kintalel, our guide describes the famine as ‘pathetic’ and says it should not happen.

Pastoralists’ plight
"As you can see, these people are only waiting to die. They may lose everything in the next two weeks unless someone comes to their rescue," he says, adding that the Maasai have been forgotten in the ongoing food and relief distribution.
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A  Zebra on the road from Ewuaso to Saikeri

Even the wild animals have started dying.

At Kiserian market, Mr. Samuel Shempere, an abattoir owner who supplies meat to Nairobi, Kiserian and Rongai, says his business is suffering because the emaciated cattle fetch as little as Sh2,000. "There is over supply of animals in the Kiserian market, of which 150 are unmarketable and are abandoned to die by their owners as they can’t make the journey back to the villages," he says.

He said the dead animals are disposed of at the slaughterhouse’s waste clearance plant, which drains into the Kiserian River. So far, the only group that has intervened is Mainyoito Pastoralist Integrated Development Organisation (Mpido), which buys water from the city and distributes to pastoralists in the area.

Mr. Joseph ole Simel, a human rights activist and Mpido executive director, blames the Government for insensitivity to pastoralists’ plight. The worst affected, he says, is Ewuaso, Security Minister George Saitoti’s backyard. Ironically, the constituency was recently voted the richest in the country by the Government. "The riches they are talking about are only found east of the Ngong’ Hills. The other side of the hills paints a picture of poverty and despair. It is as if this community is not part of the country," a bitter Simel says.
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Another dead Zebra being viewed by 
Fr. Marco from Rome during his recent visit.
He accuses Kenya Meat Commission (KMC) of sidelining the Maasai when buying livestock for the country’s biggest slaughterhouse. "It is a slap in the face for KMC to offer to buy one animal per division in a district that has over 500,000 animals. We reject such an offer and think it is a waste of time," he says. He says no organisation has come to the Maasai’s rescue, including the Red Cross, Government or the Church.

Deficient rainfall
"People are going to die because of the way this disaster is being handled. People want to sell their animals and restock after the drought, but no one is listening. What we are concerned about is what we will have after it is over."

The Kenya Meteorological Department says this year’s drought is the worst since 1996. Forecasts are grim, with continued deficient rainfall expected for most parts of the country. "For the next three months, there will be very poor rain distribution," says Mr. Ayub Shaka, assistant director of the Public Weather Service. While local commentators have blamed factors from global warming to excessive irrigation and the destruction of Kenya’s Mau forests, Shaka says the real cause is ocean temperatures. 

"If it’s too warm over the southern Pacific, there is no pressure to push the rain belt that is in the south up to our region," he says.

Parish News
Pastoral
Easter and holy week ceremonies went well after a lot of planning and logistics over the previous weeks on how to be able to do all the ceremonies in the different places. 
There were Baptisms in Kibiko, Saikeri, Empaash and Ewuaso. The celebrations in Kibiko were celebrated by Fr. Thomas Akello from the Rosminian House and I took care of the other places. We had the Easter vigil in Ewuaso with baptisms and for the Sunday mass there the people from Enkorika joined with us. In Empaash I had the pleasure of baptising a one month old baby the name of Fortune Wanyonyi. 

The people from Kimuka joined together with the people from Saikeri for an afternoon mass on Easter Sunday and all was finished we 5.45 pm when I returned to Ewuaso for a beautiful supper with the nuns. 
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Some of the newly baptised receiving 
the ‘Light of Christ’ at the Vigil in Ewauso
Projects

Work has begun on the Saikeri Community  Water Project with phase one beginning two weeks ago after the first amount of money was sent from the people of St. Ann’s Parish in Wausau, U.S.A. We hope to have the whole project finished by the end of May. 
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As can be seen from the picture above work is well on the way on the new classrooms for our Baraka Kindergarten School. This too we hope to finish by the end of May. This is funded by Cross International Catholic Outreach whom I have explained before also give funding for the feeding programme in the school. Now more than ever this is valued. A number of our children do not get enough nourishment at home because of the severe drought and the problems this is causing for families.

The pictures below speak for itself on how work is going on the Kibiko Community Hall and Church Rehabilitation. The blessing and opening of the building and the rehabilitated church will take place as planned on the 24th of May.
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Above: Digging the foundations for the Hall in Kibiko

Below: as it is now
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The last touches are being made to the Extension of Ewuaso Sister’s Convent (below in pic) and now that the Easter celebrations are over the sisters hope to begin moving from their current rooms into the new building.
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Please note change of email address: ewuaso@gmail.com 
As always and even more so in these very difficult times:
Donations are always needed and appreciated for the work in the parish and can be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce I.C.

Rosminian House of Prayer,

Glencomeragh House,

Kilsheelan,

Co. Tipperary,

Ireland

Tel: + 353 52 33181

Or directly to 

AIB Bank 65/67 O’Connell St.,

Clonmel,

Co. Tipperary

A/c Name: IPIC Ewuaso

A/c No.: 40016297

Sort code: 93 53 79

Or in the U.S.A.  to

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald I.C.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish,

P.O. Box 1218

Seffner,

Florida 33583

U.S.A.

Tel: +1 813 689 4241
Yesu, Empiris E Nkai Parish  

Priest-in-charge Fr. John Fortune I.C. 
P.O. Box 522 Ngong Hills 00208 Kenya

Tel: +254 733 641544 & +254 720 911317  Email: ewuaso@gmail.com 
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