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Dear Friends
Greetings Ewuaso Kedong. 
The main news from here, and indeed most of Kenya, is the drought which continues to affect the country. For the last two years rains have failed or been inadequate. I wrote in October of last year of this and still no rain has fallen. The people continue to pray for rain and, as I know from contact with many of you, you are joining us in this prayer. 

It is a time of great hardship for all the people of Ewuaso and yet one has to admire their faith in these times of trial and suffering as they are sure that God will answer their prayers “in His own time”. 
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Even the giraffes look for grazing. Taken just outside Ewuaso
The absence of rain means absence of grazing which means those who are able move in search of grazing with their animals do so.  I have witnessed, a bit like the gospel story of the separating of sheep and goats, animals being inspected and those who can make the long trek in search of grazing separated from those who are too weak and who will remain behind to die a slow death of hunger. Families are separated and young men are removed from school to take part in the herding on the long trek.  
Combine this with price rises of basic foodstuffs caused by what we call the Global Economic Crises and we are finding that whilst the animals are the first to suffer the peoples time for suffering has come. Families in the parish are beginning to suffer from hunger and malnutrition. The Government, still burdened by the political crises of last year and an apparent massive increase in corruption, appears unable to help the people in many part of the country with emergency food assistance. 

In Lent when we are called to fast and abstinence this has little meaning to people who are already hungry. The people in the parish celebrate Lent this year by making sure no one suffers too much from hunger. Already 10 families are being assisted with food donations given by other people in the parish.   However as the number of people affected increases the limited resources to help become inadequate.
Other effects of this are that many people in the parish with children in secondary school were unable to pay school fees. Requests to me for help with this have increased by five times the usual over the last two months. I have been able to help over 40 of these young people but the majority remain at home unable to return to school until outstanding fees are paid.
Our own projects have not been spared. Costs of building materials have increased making the present buildings more expensive to complete and with no grass we have had to reduce our dairy goat project by selling some of our animals.
My words written in last October’s edition of the Newsletter seem even more relevant: If only the rains would come this would lessen the burden on people considerably. We continue every day to pray to Almighty God for rain and would be very grateful if you would join us in this prayer.
Parish News
Pastoral
It is often said that the most generous people are those that have very little and this is so true here in Ewuaso. The following photo shows one of the gifts I received from the people at Christmas. Not in the picture are two other calves and 5 goats. 
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The emphasis during this period is on preparation of those who will receive baptism at Easter. We have a total of 67 adults and children in the different areas of the parish who will be baptised this Easter. The catechists and Sisters are busy preparing them all.
Projects

Saikeri Community  Water Project
The people of St. Ann’s Parish in Wausau, U.S.A. are having a special appeal during this Lent to raise the money for this project and our hopes and prayers are with them. Hopefully after Easter I will be able to give good news on this.
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Saikeri water project

At present the people of Saikeri have water and await the completion of the project which will hopefully reduce the distance they have to travel and carry water to their homes and also reduce the cost of operating the project.

Baraka Kindergarten School
With ongoing much needed financial assistance from Cross International Catholic Outreach we are able to continue our feeding programme in the school this year. This means that 70 young children are able to get much needed nourishment. 
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The children with their teachers

Cross International have also agreed to finance the building of two more classrooms and this work has already begun. This will complete the school and means that from next January we will be able to increase our intake and assist more children in their early childhood development.

Kibiko Community Hall and Church Rehabilitation

The building of the community hall continues and is scheduled to be complete by the end of April. As it is under contract the cost has not been affected by the rise in prices. The Bishop is coming to bless and open it on the 24th of May.
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Digging the foundations for the Hall in Kibiko

Extension of Ewuaso 
Sister’s Convent

Work continues on this and is almost complete. As I write the plumbing has finished and painting has begun. We hope that by the end of April the sisters will be able to move in.
As this is a building which I designed and am building myself, unlike the Kibiko building which was on a contract price, due to the rise in costs it has gone over budget.

Also unlike Kibiko we will not be having an official opening until after the rains when the people will be able afford to finance such an occasion.
Other News
Visitors:

Lucy Ellis from St. Thomas More parish in New Zealand visited while she was in Nairobi and on her way to volunteer work in Senegal. She was able to tour the parish and also witness how donations from the catholics of her home parish had been utilised. We look forward to the visit of Fr. John Bland in May on his journey from New Zealand to U.K. 
On the 2nd of February over 30 nuns from the Daughters of the Heart of Mary Congregation who were gathered in Nairobi from all over the world came to Ewuaso for a day’s picnic. We celebrated mass together with the people with translations into English, Spanish, French and Swahili. It was a truly international gathering to celebrate the World Day of Consecrated Life. 

My own sister Ann and husband Brian visited in February and as well as enjoying their company I had time to relax with them at the coast for some days. Ann’s visit means that all members of my (immediate) family have now visited East Africa. 
I think I might have forgotten to mention in the previous Newsletters the visit of my elder sister Bernadette with her husband and eldest daughter Rachel in September and also in August one of the great supporters of the parish, Patricia Kelly (nee Grimes) and her son and a friend. 

In truly African society, and especially among the Maasai, visitors are considered a blessing and I can say that I have been truly blessed in this last year 
Dentists from Ireland visited the parish in January and did some much needed work on children and adults teeth. This was the fourth visit of this mobile clinic which is a project of EmBulbul Parish in the Diocese of Ngong. Next time they come that have invited me to have my teeth checked and it is an offer I will jump at considering the costs of such treatment in Europe and even in Nairobi.
Please note change of email address: ewuaso@gmail.com 
As always and even more so in these very difficult times:
Donations are always needed and appreciated for the work in the parish and can be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce I.C.

Rosminian House of Prayer,

Glencomeragh House,

Kilsheelan,

Co. Tipperary,

Ireland

Tel: + 353 52 33181

Or directly to 

AIB Bank 65/67 O’Connell St.,

Clonmel,

Co. Tipperary

A/c Name: IPIC Ewuaso

A/c No.: 40016297

Sort code: 93 53 79

Or in the U.S.A.  to

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald I.C.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish,

P.O. Box 1218

Seffner,

Florida 33583

U.S.A.

Tel: +1 813 689 4241
Yesu, Empiris E Nkai Parish  

Priest-in-charge Fr. John Fortune I.C. 
P.O. Box 522 Ngong Hills 00208 Kenya

Tel: +254 733 641544 & +254 720 911317  Email: ewuaso@gmail.com 
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