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Dear Friends

Once again it is that time of the year when a mad rush is made in various preparations for the celebration of Christmas.

From my position as a priest I have not only the usual cards and greetings to get off but also the organising of preparations for the building of cribs (in the different mass centres) and the planning of the different Christmas masses, trying to make sure that there is a Christmas mass in each centre. 

There always seems to be new born babies to be baptised and this year is no exception. My catechists tell me there will be at least 30 baptisms spread over the different mass centres.

And this year Christmas falls on Thursday…. Wouldn’t it be so much better if it always fell on a Sunday I ask myself as I try to plan everything !

Christmas Day for the last four years always finishes up at the mission in Ewauso with the final mass and a wonderful lunch prepared by the people for all the people. That is Maasai custom, anyone who comes shares in the meal. Very difficult to plan as you don’t know if there will be a hundred or a thousand people and yet I have never seen anyone going away hungry. It is a wonderful custom but I could never see it working in Europe or the U.S.A. 

This Christmas once again, thanks to the children of Scoil Bhride in Ballyboy, Co Offaly there are gifts for the young children. 31 packs prepared by the children and their teachers arrived last week, included is a Santa Claus outfit. So there are going to be a lot of happy children.

As always though joy is always tinged with sadness and this year is no different as Sr. Camillus who has worked in the parish for the last three years had to return to U.K. for medical reasons. 

Sr. Camillus was an angel sent by God at the right time in the right place. Without her connections we would not have been able to build the beautiful guest house we have in Ewuaso or the Chapel of Mercy for the Blessed Sacrament. 

More than that however she is missed because of her work with the children and women of the parish and especially in Ewuaso where she tirelessly gave English after school tuition to numerous children. 
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She was an inspiration to everyone who met or saw her as she never stopped working, whether it was in her beautiful garden, or showering hospitality on visitors and so many other activities too numerous to mention here.

The people continue to ask me every day about her and pray for her quick recovery. We all wish her a blessed Christmas.

This Christmas will be a dry one in Ewuaso. We had a few showers of rain about 5 weeks ago and the hopes were raised that this was the beginning of the rains…. However hopes have been dashed and the people who returned with their cattle have now to start the long trek again in search of grazing. 

Please think of us and pray for us over the Christmas time.

Rest assured that you are all, friends and family, in our prayers in this special time.

God love you all and give you a very happy Christmas and many blessings in 2009.

John Fortune

As always:

Donations are always needed and appreciated for the work in the parish and can be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce I.C.

Rosminian House of Prayer,

Glencomeragh House,

Kilsheelan,

Co. Tipperary,

Ireland

Tel: + 353 52 33181

Or directly to 

AIB Bank 65/67 O’Connell St.,

Clonmel,

Co. Tipperary

A/c Name: IPIC Ewuaso

A/c No.: 40016297

Sort code: 93 53 79

Or in the U.S.A.  to

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald I.C.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish,

P.O. Box 1218

Seffner,

Florida 33583

U.S.A.

Tel: +1 813 689 4241

Yesu, Empiris E Nkai Parish


Priest-in-charge Fr. John Fortune I.C. 

P.O. Box 522 Ngong Hills 00208 Kenya

Tel: +254 733 641544 & +254 720 911317  Email: ewuaso@wananchi.com
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