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Ewuaso Kedong, Kibiko, Kimuka, Saikeri, Najile, Empaash,  Enkorika Mass Centres


Dear Friends
Greetings once again from Ewuaso Kedong. 
The time has flown since I was last in touch with you all in May and much water has, as they say, flown under the bridge. However not much water has come close to Ewuaso. Despite hopes earlier on in the year and more recently at the end of September the rains have failed and the land is as dry as a desert, burnt by sun and wind. Most men of the area have headed off with their cows to other parts of Kenya where there is grazing for their animals, leaving other members of the family at the homesteads. 
The lives of the people have not been helped by the post election violence early on in the year which caused the cost of living to rise precipitously. Neither is Kenya immune from the worldwide financial difficulties which have caused prices of the most basic foodstuffs to rise above the means of the ordinary person. 
The cost of electricity rose over 100% in one month because of the fuel surcharge. The cost of transporting goods has increased enormously and I firmly believe that the oil companies operate as a cartel here in Kenya. The Government while trying to shame the oil companies to reduce their prices have been shy about imposing price controls.

Neither are they blameless in all of this as they have to raise a lot of money through taxation for the exorbitant salaries of over 40 ministers.

Should all these factors continue we here in the parish will not be planning about development but rather planning for things like food aid and the like. 
If only the rains would come this would lessen the burden on people considerably. We continue every day to pray to Almighty God for rain and would be very grateful if you would join us in this prayer.

Parish News
Pastoral

On the 5th of October we had baptisms, first communions and confirmations here in Ewuaso Kedong. People from Ewuaso, Empaash, Enkorika and Najile attended. The ceremony which consisted of 42 confirmations, 26 first communions and 9 baptisms lasted only three and a half hours and was followed by gift giving to our visitors and a meal for the over 500 people who attended.
The day was also close enough to the 15th anniversary of the opening of the social hall (10/10/1993) that we also celebrated that event. 
Our Bishop was on holidays and so we had the opportunity to invite the retired Bishop, Colin Davis, who had blessed the social hall at its opening 15 years ago and who was happy to be with us for the day and perform 42 confirmations. 

Also invited and present was Fr. Richard Barabara, a diocesan priest of Ngong Diocese who had been the one to build the social hall. 
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Bishop Colin Davis celebrating mass
Youth Gathering

On the 16th and 17th of August we had our first gathering of youth from all the different parts of the parish.  All came together in Ewuaso Kedong for the two days. The girls slept in the Kindergarten classrooms and the boys in the social hall. 

More than 60 youth attended and input was given by a Kenya Loreto Sister from Nairobi. All the cooking was done by the ladies from Ewuaso and the food supplied by donations from the different mass centres in the parish. 

We prepared T-Shirts for the occasion and these were sold at a supsidised price to all who attended. They can be seen in the photo below.

[image: image2.jpg]



It is our hope that this will be the first of many such gatherings.

Projects

Much of my time since I last wrote has been spent writing project proposals and finding agencies which will be willing to fund the different projects that are in mind for 2009. Overseeing the current projects has also taken up a lot of my time. 

Below are reports on how it is all going.

Saikeri
The building of the chapel is complete and we have been able to buy an altar for it. We are hoping to be able to have benches for it sometime in the near future.

We have begun to use the building already however we will not be having the official blessing until the drought is over. 
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The completed building !
Saikeri Community  Water Project, of which I wrote in the last issue of the Newsletter, collapsed completely in June. We were then approached by representatives of the community who requested us to take over the management of the project. After consulting with the Ngong Diocesan Development Office we agreed to take on the rehabilitation of the project and to assist the community in managing it for a period of five year or until they have the capacity to manage it transparently and efficiently themselves. Whichever comes first. 

The first step to take was pretty obvious as the generator used to power the pump had completely broken down and the people had no water for the months of June through to August. With financial help from the  people of St. Anne’s Parish in Wausau, Wisconsin we were able to completely overhaul the generator and the wiring and get the water flowing out of the ground again.
In conjunction with an engineer from the Diocese of Ngong we have worked on planning the next phases of the rehabilitation these are:

· Repair of the Windmill originally used for pumping water thereby reducing running costs.
· Building of storage tanks for holding adequate water

· Renewing broken pipes and connections

· Buying and installing a booster pump to supply the water to the local hospital, school and the town

· Installing pipes to carry the water to the town and building a water kiosk in the town.
· Training some people to successfully and selflessly run the project.

· Educating all the people on the importance of owning the project so as no individual or individuals are able to ‘take it over’ again.

Ewuaso Kedong Primary School
The building of the proudly called ‘Administration Block’ , aka 2 offices, one for headmaster and other for vice head, two toilets and a staff room is almost complete. Only the finer touches remain. 
We have also been able to supply the school with 80 new desks and copybooks and pens. The picture below shows the hand over ceremony of these.
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Members of the church council and teachers at the hand-over ceremony
Extension of Ewuaso 
Sister’s Convent

Miraculously, after more than a year trying different funding agencies, we finally received funding for this vital project from the Little Way Association in England. 
November 3rd work will start on building a prayer room, three more bedrooms, community room, laundry, and garage. 
Kibiko Community Hall and Church Rehabilitation
This is a project that has been in the pipeline for much time and has been held up because of not having enough funding. 
Our idea is to build a Centre where the various groups involved already in Kibiko and which form part of the Kibiko Community Development Project can meet and have a facility to use for their various activities.

The good news is that we have just reached our target of funds and are hoping that before the end of this year building can commence.

More news on this in the next edition of the Newsletter.

Once the building is complete we will have a need for money for furnishings and office equipment so if anyone has some spare cash we can guarantee that it will be put to good use.
Other News
As I finish up writing news has reached me of the death of Fr. Ernie Milne, a Rosminian, who was assistant priest in St. Thomas More parish in New Zealand. Our sympathies go to the people of St. Thomas More and Fr. John Bland.  May Fr. Ernie rest in peace.

I have been advised to keep the Newsletter to two pages as it is easier for distribution and so I come to the end of my allotted space.
The next edition will be out before Christmas….. I promise.

As always:
Donations are always needed and appreciated for the work in the parish and can be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce I.C.

Rosminian House of Prayer,

Glencomeragh House,

Kilsheelan,

Co. Tipperary,

Ireland

Tel: + 353 52 33181

Or directly to 

AIB Bank 65/67 O’Connell St.,

Clonmel,

Co. Tipperary

A/c Name: IPIC Ewuaso

A/c No.: 40016297

Sort code: 93 53 79

Or in the U.S.A.  to

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald I.C.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish,

P.O. Box 1218

Seffner,

Florida 33583

U.S.A.

Tel: +1 813 689 4241
Yesu, Empiris E Nkai Parish  

Priest-in-charge Fr. John Fortune I.C. 
P.O. Box 522 Ngong Hills 00208 Kenya

Tel: +254 733 641544 & +254 720 911317  Email: ewuaso@wananchi.com 
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