Ewuaso oo’Nkidongi Parish Newsletter n. 9 July 2006

Ewuaso Kedong, Kibiko, Kimuka, Saikeri, Najile, Empaash, Olgumi Mass Centres


Where do I start? Best with explanations I suppose. You will notice that the format of the Newsletter has changed and there is a very good reason for that. In a nutshell, I was in Nairobi at the beginning of June and had checked my emails and went shopping, when I returned to my car my computer was gone. 

A tragedy yes, but the bigger tragedy is that I didn’t have any back-ups!! So I have had to start from scratch with everything, email addresses, accounts, photos, etc. etc.  I may miss some people from this edition of the Newsletter because I am still collecting addresses.
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For the moment I am using my old computer which I had gifted to the sisters and they kindly gave back to me to use until I can get another. 9 years ago it was state of the art… no longer. It is like going back to a bicycle after having had a car. 

Happier news is that the rains came in the month of May and the grass grew and so have now cut and saved a lot of it here in the mission in Ewuaso and better still, the people, seeing us using our ‘Brushcutter’ to cut the grass have inundated us with requests to come and do the same for them. Our catechist, who received training from our Bishop, is passing on that training on how to save and store the hay and silage.
The rains have passed now and we are back in the dry and dusty season of the year. God willing the rains will come again, when they are due, in October.

The drip irrigation in the Womens’ project is doing its work as will be seen from the photo on the next page.
Visitors

In the last edition of the Newsletter I spoke of a group of students from the Rosminian formation house who came to visit. On of them, Steven Vijay Kumar from India, was regrettably killed in a tragic accident in Tanzania last month. May God have mercy on his soul. (Below is a picture taken outside the Sisters’ convent in Ewuaso during his visit. Steven is on the left.)
Other visitors in the last few months included:
Fr. Charles-Roux, a 91 year old Rosminian priest, who has visited us here in Kenya each year for the last 5 years visited again this year after Easter and stayed down in Ewuaso for five days. 

Fr. P.J. Fagan, from the Irish province of the Institute of Charity, who was touring Africa and India, dropped in for a day and did a short tour of the parish.

We have had many local visitors also coming to see the development, especially the Women’s Project.

Developments, Projects & Appeals Update

A big development since last writing is the prospect of Ewuaso Kedong being linked to the national electricity grid. I say prospect because poles have been erected, lines attached to the poles but nothing more for the time being. However we are very hopeful as elections are in 2007 and the run up to those is always a time of rapid development. !!

Kibiko Appeal

The committee responsible for trying to raise 50,000€ for the building of a community centre in Kibiko continue their various activities. The most recent was a ‘Race Night’ in Kinnitty, Co. Offaly.  If you were not caught by them in any of their recent blitzs you can still send donations to The Kibiko Committee, C/O Scoil Bhride, Ballyboy, Kilcormac, Co. Offaly.  

Coffee Morning

A coffee morning was held in Clane, Co. Kildare recently and over 400 € was raised towards the Women’s Development Project in Ewuaso Kedong. This was put towards the raising of another water tank as the ones we had were under serious pressure. 
Classrooms

I explained about the need for classrooms our Kindergarten school in Ewuaso Kedong in the last issue and God has truly smiled on us. Cross International, who have already helped us in so many ways, have agreed to fund the building of these at a cost of nearly US$ 25,000. As I write the foundations are being dug and we hope to have the whole building finished so as the children can move in for the new school year which begins in January 2007.

Projects still to be tackled within the parish are as follows:

Completing the sister’s convent in Ewuaso Kedong. As you will remember a two bedroomed building has already been put up. In the coming year, 2007, we hope to be able to add three bed-rooms, a chapel, laundry and garage.

As we use the social hall in Ewuaso Kedong for mass, we now want to build a small chapel for weekday masses and as a place to reserve the Blessed Sacrament. 

The Chief of the area has asked officially if we will consider building and running a refuge for Maasai girls in Ewuaso Kedong. He is a good man and is diligent in trying to protect the young girls from the negative social practices that still go on, among which are FGM (female genital mutilation) and early marriage. He is also assiduous that all young children attend primary education. However when faced with the need to remove young girls from their families he can only send them to other families to care for them. At present he has 12 girls placed in different families but is faced with the problems of having nowhere else to send other girls and the burden he is placing on the already limited resources of the families he uses. He understands that we are already doing much to help the community but has asked us to keep his request in mind. I feel that it is something important which we could help with.
Nextly I am living in, what Fr. Charles-Roux described during his visit as, a ‘walk-in-wardrobe’. Granted it is small but more than adequate for me. But I now must start thinking of building a presbytery (priest’s house) for the future, in the hope that God will send other labourers into the vineyard.

These are the challenges for Ewuaso Kedong for 2007. For the other areas of the parish, Kibiko should it get its community centre in the coming year it will be satisfactorily catered for.

The other centres are the ones where churches need to be built and development projects such as those we have already done in Ewuaso Kedong need to be duplicated, albeit on a smaller scale. More on these in the next issue. 

Other News

As a result of something I had written in the last edition of the Newsletter, namely: ‘while my appeal for money to build small tin churches in the different places received no response whatsoever….’  Fr. John Bland, a Rosminian priest from New Zealand, was in touch and let me know that his parish are willing to make a collection to support this initiative. Thanks John and the people of the parish. 

I look forward to giving you more news on this in the future. 

Our needs grow daily here, mainly because of the regular requests for us to come and minister in different areas within the parish boundaries. So far only one third of the area given to us is covered. We are limited by manpower (as I am on my own) and funds. We are blessed with our catechists who are really the first evangelisers.

You might have noticed in the title on the first page that there is another mass centre added, that of Olgumi. This has come about because of the industriousness of one of our catechists and so now more people have been ‘brought into the fold’. 

Olgumi lies between Ewuaso and Empaash and is at the foot of Mt. Suswa, the extinct volcano in the parish. The people are Maasai, as are most in the parish. Many of these have heard of the Catholic Church but know nothing about us and so Raphael, the catechist, has his evangelisation work cut out for him. 

As he has already met most of the children in the local primary school and visited some homes, he is now planning to visit all the homes in the area during the school holidays. 

Speaking of holidays I am due mine…. I had planned to take holidays earlier in the year but was hanging on hoping to get someone who would fill in for me here during my absence, but I have been unsuccessful. 

So with the permission of my Superior in Tanzania I have split my holidays into two. I will go home to Ireland at the end of August for one month and then in February or March of 2007 I will go for another month to the U.S.

This arrangement will mean that the parish will not go without mass for an extraordinary length of time.

This will be the last edition of the Newsletter before I go so I wish you all a good summer… or winter… depending on which side of the Equator you live.

I look forward to seeing those of you who live in Ireland in September.

God bless you all. Please continue to pray for us here as we do for you.  

Donations are always needed and appreciated and can be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce I.C.

Rosminian House of Prayer,

Glencomerage,

Kilsheelan,

Co. Tipperary,

Ireland

Tel: + 353 52 33181

Or to 

AIB Bank 65/67 O’Connell St.,

Clonmel,

Co. Tipperary

A/c Name: IPIC Ewuaso

A/c No.: 40016297

Sort code: 93 53 79

Or to

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald I.C.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish,

P.O. Box 1218

Seffner,

Florida 33583

U.S.A.

Tel: +1 813 689 4241

Finally some photos from the Women’s Project. From where there was only dry land has sprung up vegetables of many types. Plans are now afoot to plant some fruit trees also. Progress is slow but sure as the people, who are not agriculturalists by nature learn ‘on the job’ and develop different work styles to what they are normally used to.

God bless you all till next time.
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