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Ewuaso oo’ Nkidongi Parish Newsletter n. 8       Easter  2006
Ewuaso oo’ Nkidongi  - Kibiko – Kimuka – Saikeri – Najile -  Empaash Mass Centres

Easter is almost upon us as I begin to put these few words to paper and as I look out my window here in Ewuaso there is more green around than when I last wrote. I am now living permanently in Ewuaso as the rooms I was occupying in the Rosminian formation house were needed. 

The nuns moved into their convent just over two months ago and were received like royalty by the people. They had to get out of their car at the gate and were accompanied by the people, singing and dancing, to the hall for mass. After the mass they were welcomed officially by the elders and an open discussion began among the people to ‘name’ the sisters. They were given appropriate Maasai names by which they are now known by all people in the area. Sr. Alona is known as ‘Nashipae’ and Sr. Eliza as ‘Nariku Nkera’. This was all followed by a procession of singing and dancing to the convent followed by a meal for all present.
[image: image2.jpg]


(The sisters being accompanied to their new convent in Ewuaso)
Visitors

Visitors have started arriving here in Ewuaso now that I and the sisters are living here. We had Fr. Donal Sullivan, John and Ina Twohig and Ina's sister Catherine who were on their way home to Ireland from Tanzania some weeks ago and they were taken by me for the usual tour of the parish and had the added experience of a Maasai burial while here. A woman of 55 who had been coming to church and whose children are undergoing preparation for baptism died from TB. The family had come to me only three days before and I had gone and baptised her, she also received the sacraments of communion, confirmation and the sick, so she was well prepared for her last journey. 
A lot of older people are suffering because of the cold that comes when the rains are near and many are falling ill with pneumonia and TB and other sicknesses. We had the funeral recently of the oldest man in the parish. While there is no record of his birth, his family told me when I baptised him over six months ago that he was 107!! 

Some of the students from the Rosminian House of Formation, which is also in the parish, came down this way during their mid-term break and stayed for the day. Another batch came down some weeks after that for Sunday mass.

The Bishop visited us with some visitors he had from Holland and they brought gifts for the children of the kindergarten school, notebooks, pencils, skipping ropes, a football, balloons and school bags for the children.
The Bishop, who had been laid up for some months because of his accident, was very happy with the developments in the parish. He also brought a gift….. a trailer load of hay for the animals.
And then two weeks ago some friends of mine, two Carmelite priests and a layman came down and had the distinction of being the first people to stay overnight in our humble guest rooms. 

We also had a boy, whom we are trying to sponsor for his secondary schooling in the nearby Maasai boys boarding school, stay with us over the mid-term.

Development

Projects & Appeals

Development is happening on many fronts and for that we thank God first and foremost. 

While my appeal for money to build small tin churches in the different places received no response whatsoever the appeal for help to pay the salaries of the catechists was slightly more successful. This, combined with them receiving motorbikes, means that they have become much more mobile and active. Also as we have sisters living in both Kibiko and Ewuaso they are also involved in catechetics. The result is that we have almost 200 catechumens registered to begin their classes after Easter. 

The Sisters in Ewuaso have been requested by the Christians to take over the managing of the kindergarten school which is at present run by one of our catholics. As the class for all the children takes place in the hall we have decided to build two classrooms specifically for the children. The cost  to build and equip one classroom is approx. 5000 Euro. Anyone who can help is more than welcome to send donations, however small, to one of the addresses at the end of the Newsletter.
On the projects front we have been helped by Cross International again to put in some of the drip irrigation and that is underway as I write. After Easter their Africa representative will be visiting us to see the development and see if there is some way they can help in the future.

We have applied to the IMRS (Irish Government) for a tractor and implements and also funding for drip irrigation but have been put on hold until August or September. To put it mildly dealing with them has been very time consuming as they have a 13 page set of questions to answer and then they come back again for clarification with more questions. Finally we were put on hold as they had some more questions. So any Irish taxpayers reading this can feel secure in the knowledge that their government is very careful with their money. Thanks to Catherine Ryan, the Irish provincials’ secretary, who has done nearly all the work for this appeal.  

I am told by Mrs. Patricia Kelly (nee Grimes), who is the powerhouse behind the fundraising for 50,000 Euro for the multi-purpose social hall for Kibiko, that things are going well.  She wrote recently that:
“4000 posters are to be printed over the weekend to be delivered on Tues. On Monday we have to check that Pat Shortt is satisfied with the particular content,  poster and article containing his image! 

Aileen, an S.N.A. at school, sold shamrock for Kibiko on St. Patrick's Day. She got no encouragement from the rest of us but still managed to raise 1200 euro.”
Other News

The rains in Kenya normally come from October to December (called short rains) and from April to June. These have failed in the whole region for the last year and in some areas have failed or been inconsequential for a longer period. It is because of this that you are hearing so much in the international news about drought and famine in Kenya and the surrounding countries. The people most affected in Kenya live in the North East but in actual fact anyone depending on pastoral or agriculture for their livelihood are suffering
. 

For the people in the area of the parish when rains fail they have no feed for their cattle and as they depend on their livestock completely when this happens they suffer. 
As I travelled though the parish for the last couple of months I have been shocked by the number of carcasses I see by the roadside, in fields and by the peoples’ compounds. I was tempted to take photos but decided not to as the sight is too gruesome. One man I met had almost 2000 cows and in the last 4 months his herd has been reduced to 300.
We have had some rain in the last month and the signs of more are all around us. What has fallen has helped the grass to grow a bit and thus alleviate the worse effects of the drought but we have not received enough for a long term end to the drought.

People in every area of the parish are suffering from the death of many of their animals but in some areas they themselves are also suffering from hunger. As the government does not consider our area to be among the most needy areas they do not give food aid. We have been lucky that the Diocese has been able to give some aid to the section of the parish where people are most affected. I also received a generous donation from a St. Vincent De Paul Group in Margate, U.K. for the same purpose. And so we have been able to help in a small way
……………………

Well that’s all for the moment. I continue to thank God daily for you all and your support. 
May the Risen Lord bless you all abundantly in this Easter Season.

Every good wish to you all

John Fortune

……………………

And as usual donations can be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce i.c., 

Rosminian House of Prayer, Glencomeragh, 

Kilsheelan, 

Co. Tipperary, 

Ireland. 

Tel: +353 52 33181

Fr. Paddy also operates a bank account in Ireland for the parish and donations can be made directly to that…

AIB Bank, 65/67 O'Connell St., Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

A/c. Name           IPIC Ewuaso Account 

A/c No.                40016297

Sorting Code:     93 53 79

Or in the USA

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald i.c., 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 

P.O. Box 1218,

Seffner,

Florida 33583.

USA. 

Tel: +1 813 689 4241
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