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Ewuaso oo’ Nkidongi Parish Newsletter n.  6
Dec.   2005

Ewuaso oo’ Nkidongi  - Kibiko – Kimuka – Saikeri – Najile  &  Empaash Mass Centres

Dear Friends

With the beginning of advent Christmas is almost upon us and, as in any parish so also here, it is going to be a very busy time until the New Year. And so I write to you early combining news from Ewuaso and my sincerest greetings for a very happy and holy Christmastide. 

News from the different projects is contained below and I have to admit that I am exhausted. I was telling the chairman of the parish the other day that once these few projects are complete and the Christmas celebrations are over I am going to take a break and in his reply I discovered something else about Maasai culture.

I suppose I had never thought about what annual holidays the Maasai took but his suggestion was that I do the same as they. 

From my understanding each year the men of the same age group  go off into the bush together and stay there for 10 to 14 days living under the stars. They don’t carry suitcases or toilet bags or insect repellent, just their spears, sticks and of course their food for the holiday, which are live goats. They eat the meat, drink the blood and make other concoctions out of herbs and wild honey which they find and come back after their break totally renewed. Believe me, I have met some of them after their return and they look years younger. Maybe there is something in it but I don’t think I would survive.
I thanked the chairman for his suggestion but I think I will stick with the European concept of holiday and head off to the Rosminian house by the ocean in Tanzania and do my R & R there.

Our Bishop had the misfortune to be knocked down by a ‘matatu’ (a minibus which is the most common form of public transport). He had just locked his car in Ngong Town, turned around and BAM ! that’s that last thing he remembers. 

He was in hospital for a few weeks with a fractured bone in his knee and a deep cut from his elbow to wrist. He then spent two weeks recuperating in his Congregation’s house in Nairobi, where he didn’t have to climb stairs and is now back in Bishop’s house in Ngong hopping around on crutches. 
We are told that he was very lucky, firstly that he didn’t fall on his head and secondly that the bleeding could be stopped from the large wound on his arm as he takes Warfin (?) for thinning the blood because of his heart complaint. 

However God is good and as the Bishop says it wasn’t his time yet.

When he moved back to Bishop’s house a delegation from Ewuaso visited him and brought him a goat so that he can make soup and speed up his recovery. He was very happy to take part in this Maasai tradition and spent over three hours with us.

And so now onto the news from the parish:

Projects

Women’s Self Help Project

I am happy to report that because of the generosity of the readers of this letter and the others mentioned in the last edition Phase 1, the fencing of the plot in Ewuaso Kedong, is now complete. This means that we can now plant whatever we wish without it being eaten by animals whether wild or domestic. 

Phase 2 of the project is also nearly complete. A bigger pipe has been brought to the plot from the main pipe and as I write the holding tanks are being erected. The total amount of galvanised piping used so far measures 2660 feet. Once the tanks are in place the pipes for distributing water to the various areas will be installed and so we have calculated that there will be  5440 feet of those.  All the above has been bought and paid for, again because of your generosity.

Phase 3 will be the installation of drip irrigation in the three different areas of the plot set aside for farming, which at present is a total of 8 acres. This phase will only go ahead when I have funding. Hopefully Santa Claus will help me out !!
The 8 acres I referred to above have been ploughed by tractor which had to be hired from a distance of 5 and a half hours away as there are no tractors any closer to us. And so I have decided to write an appeal to the Irish Government for help to buy a tractor, plough and harrow which we can use in future and which can be used by other people in the area.

Also above I mentioned ‘three different areas’, this has come about because the ‘Women’s Self Help Project’ has now grown into three separate projects, Women’s, Men’s and Youth, the women, of course, taking the lion’s share. All three groups have begun seed beds so that when the drip irrigation is ready they will be ready.

Sister’s Convents
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The picture above is of the sister’s convent in Ewuaso (described in the last issue) which was completed last week and the keys handed over to us. The Provincial superior of the sister’s was present at the small ceremony and is now planning the assignments of the sisters which we hope will take place in the New Year. 
The official blessing will take place when the Bishop is back on his feet and able to travel.

The convent in Kibiko, which was built by the sisters, was blessed and opened at a ceremony on the first Sunday of Advent by the Vicar general of the Diocese, Fr. Kevin McGarry.

We continue to thank God for the blessing of the sisters’ presence in the parish.
Catechists

The Catechists have been busy in their different areas within the parish and this has already begun to produce results. In Najile we had 15 confirmations of boys in the secondary school. In Kibiko we have had 30 confirmations of people of different ages. In Saikere before Christmas there will be another 6 confirmations. Numbers of baptisms are also on the increase both of new born, and on the 18th of December three Maasai women, who are in their 70’s will be baptised.
Thanks to the people who are sponsoring the salaries of the catechists we have been able to employ a part-time catechist for Kibiko and she ran a two day seminar for to train the mass readers of Kibiko church and 10 people attended. They were commissioned for one year on the first day of Advent. 
______________________
In this season of Advent, with the coming of Christ so near I continue to ask for your support for the physical and spiritual growth of the parish. Should anyone have some ‘pennies’ left over after the family’s celebration of Christmas please remember us. 
Donations can be sent in the usual way. If you have any queries at all please do not to hesitate to contact me at the address at the bottom of the page 1. 

Donations can be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce i.c., 

Rosminian House of Prayer, Glencomeragh, 

Kilsheelan, 

Co. Tipperary, 

Ireland. 

Tel: +353 52 33181

Fr. Paddy also operates a bank account for the parish and donations can be made directly to that…

AIB Bank, 65/67 O'Connell St., Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

A/c. Name           IPIC Ewuaso Account 

A/c No.                40016297

Sorting Code:     93 53 79

Or in the USA

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald i.c., 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 

P.O. Box 1218,

Seffner,

Florida 33583.

USA. 

Tel: +1 813 689 4241
___________________________
It is impossible for me to send individual greetings for Christmas to all the people who are involved in the growth of the parish of Ewuaso oo’Nkidongi due to the cost of post here in Kenya and the time such writing would take me.

But be assured that you are all, each and every one of you, in my thoughts and prayers at this special time of the year. 
May God bless at the coming of His Son into the world and keep you all safe during the coming year.

Best wishes 
John Fortune 
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