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Ewuaso oo’ Nkidongi  - Kibiko – Kimuka – Saikere – Najile -  Empaash Mass Centres

Dear Friends

The last time I was in touch with you was at Easter and a lot of water has passed under the bridge since then. 

After Easter, in the first weeks of April, I was asked to go to the United States to talk in five churches as part of the Missionary Co-operation plan of the Rosminians and the dioceses of Philadelphia and Erie. Having such an opportunity was a first for me and I decided to combine it with a visit to the parish of St. Francis of Assisi in Seffner to greet and thank the people who had helped me so much last year when I visited. 
I spent two weeks there at the end of my trip and as usual Fr. Fitzgerald went out of his way to make me feel welcome. I was given the opportunity to speak at the masses on one of the Sundays and the peoples’ offerings afterwards left me speechless.

Three of the churches I spoke in as part of Missionary Co-operation were in Philadelphia and two in Erie. I was very warmly greeted by people and priests everywhere I went. I am not aware of how much this warmth translated into coins and notes, as the money given there is passed directly from the Diocese to the Rosminians, and is not for the parish.

Between these appeals I travelled back and forth to a parish of a friend of mine in the diocese of Patterson, New Jersey where the people were very welcoming. I was

 made to feel completely at home


 in this parish which is very aptly named, Our Lady Queen of Peace, 

and I benefited from the peace and

 tranquillity there.
I came back to Ewuaso thoroughly rested and rejuvenated.

Update on Appeals

Catechists Transport

Two of the three catechists, namely Raphael Saruni and Gabriel Kamau, are now mobile thanks to motorbikes from M.I.V.A UK and consequently are able to cover much more area than they used to. Since returning from the U.S. I have had 6 baptisms and have 25 baptisms coming up in October in Saikeri and Najile. Then in Kibiko in November we will have the Bishop visiting for the sacrament of confirmation and the blessing of the Sisters’ convent. 

I will give fuller updates of the benefits achieved from their having transport at a later date.

Catechists Salaries

All three are able to be paid by the parish now because of your generosity. We have also been able to take on a part-time catechist at weekends in Kibiko which, with over 800 people, is the biggest mass centre. 

Women’s Self-help Project

This project in the church plot in Ewuaso will be starting very soon

 due to the generosity of the people


 of: 

St. Francis of Assisi Church in Seffner, Florida

Our Lady Queen of Peace in Hewitt, New Jersey

Mr. Brian Hanstein in Philadelphia,

Cross International,

and individual donations from many of you.

I had outlined the project objectives and costs in the 3rd edition of this bulletin and now I have enough money to finance the first two phases.

We have already begun to fence the plot which will take some time as it is a total circumference of 2628 metres.  Once this is done the Catholic Women’s Association of Ewuaso will begin preparing the land by hand and then we hope to begin erecting the water tanks. 

Until later in the year I am unsure how much material we will need for drip irrigation and so have no costings for that. 

To show how productive the land is I visited a man the other day after returning from the US who has a half acre fenced off and to whom I gave some packets of tomato seeds before going to the US, 10 weeks later he was getting ready to transport two wheelbarrows of tomatoes the short distance to the market in Ewuaso. I hope that the women have as good a blessing. God willing they will because of your kind donations. 
Related Issue

Due to the ongoing drought in the district of Kajiado to which Ewuaso belongs, the Diocese together with the World Food Agency is targeting Ewuaso, along with another two parishes, as centres for distribution of relief food. 

Our parishioners form part of the committee for this together with representatives from other churches. We agreed to the use of the social hall as a store for this food and as the centre for distribution.
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Youth of Ewuaso & their Pastor !

The picture was taken at a recent cultural day organised by the youth of the parish. It was attended by most of the parishioners and also our local M.P. who is the Minister for Education.

The youth have begun to organise different events to raise some money for projects they wish to organise for the poor in the parish. They have already begun to visit the children in an orphanage in the parish and bring them food and entertain them with singing and dancing.

As so many of our youth are unemployed or unable to afford to go for higher education there is a danger, which the Minister spoke of, that they will turn their


 talents to bad things if we do not encourage and help them at parish level with different projects. 

Our youth spent 4 months preparing for this cultural show and invited youth from 5 different parishes to come and participate. They received some small donations from those present which covered their costs and will help them in the projects I mentioned before.

------------------------

New Projects
Due to donations I received, both from Ireland and America, and also from a fundraiser in the parish, which raised almost 4000 Euro, I have begun to ‘partially’ build a sister’s residence in Ewuaso. I say ‘partially’ as at the moment I can only afford to build two bedrooms, a kitchen and small sitting room. The rest will come in the future.

The question may be asked as to why we need 2 sisters’ convents in the parish, one in Kibiko and the other in Ewuaso…. the only answer I can give is come and visit and see the distance between the two places.

At the moment whenever the Sister’s go to Ewuaso for catechism and to give seminars to the women, they must travel back the 2 hour journey back to their place in Kibiko. With the two convents we would also hope to increase the number of sisters working in the parish from the present number of three.

As usual I invite anyone who wishes to help the growth of this new parish in anyway, financial or otherwise, not to hesitate to contact me at the address at the bottom of the page. 

Donations can also be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce i.c., 

Rosminian House of Prayer, Glencomeragh, 

Kilsheelan, 

Co. Tipperary, 

Ireland. 

Tel: +353 52 33181
Fr. Paddy also operates a bank account for the parish and donations can be made directly to that…

AIB Bank, 65/67 O'Connell St., Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

A/c. Name           IPIC Ewuaso Account 

A/c No.                40016297

Sorting Code:     93 53 79

Or in the USA

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald i.c., 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 

P.O. Box 1218,

Seffner,

Florida 33583.

USA. 

Tel: +1 813 689 4241

Please state for what specific purpose your donation should be used.
_______________
Many thanks to all of you who are helping me in so many different ways. I will never be able to thank you enough. Rest assured however that you are remembered in my prayers and those of the parishioners daily. 

God bless and keep you all safe till the next time
John Fortune 
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