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Ewuaso oo’ Nkidongi Parish Newsletter n.  4  Easter   2005

Ewuaso oo’ Nkidongi  - Kibiko – Kimuka – Saikere – Najile -  Empaash


Dear Friends
Greetings once again to you all. Easter has passed and despite my best intentions work in the parish took over and I was unable to have this edition of the Newsletter ready before the feast.
I hope that Easter was an enriching time for you all. With the death of Pope John Paul we have all been given the opportunity to reflect again on our life here on earth in light of eternal life with the Father. John Paul is teaching us as much in his death as he did in his life. May God rest him in peace.

The news from the parish is mixed, as you will see below, however life goes on and there is growth. God is continuing to bless us and this is seen in the number of adult and child baptisms we had at Easter in each church. Also our catechumenate programme for this year has more than 70 people inscribed already. 
These are signs that people are responding to the presence of the Church in this new parish. God is truly blessing us.

Women’s Affairs or Education
In January I had a visit from a Maasai woman who wanted my help. Her problem was that she was a widow whose eldest daughter was in the first year of secondary school.
I have to admit I presumed that here again was someone else looking for me to pay school fees and I was already preparing my answer in my head. This is because I receive so many requests that it is impossible to help. The parish is at present sponsoring one young orphan boy and the daughter of an extremely poor widow in their secondary education.
However I could not have been more wrong in this case. The difficulty she explained as follows: She is from Ewuaso and sent her daughter, who is fifteen years old,  to a day secondary school in Kibiko, at the other end of the parish. The girl was living in a boma (compound) of another family. She had taken this course of action as her dead husband’s relations wanted to marry the girl off but they had managed to find her. 
She wanted to know if I could help her find another school. I approached the diocesan officer for Women’s Affairs but was told that they would only act if the girl had already been forcefully married. I was passed on to the Education Office where I had much more success. Within two days the girl was admitted to a girl’s boarding school in Narok town run by nuns where she joins other girls from various areas of Maasailand who have the same difficulty. 

I have met the girl a few weeks ago and she is very happy in her new school. Her mother, not a well off women but a very determined one, presented me with a male goat to kill and eat as a thanksgiving for my help. 

I haven’t eaten the goat yet but every time I see it grazing away in the church compound in Ewuaso I am reminded not to jump the gun when people come to see me with a difficulty.
--------------------------------
Tribal Clashes in the Parish

Ewuaso Kedong, which very few people, even in Kenya, knew about three months ago, is well known now as it is the source of the latest 'tribal clashes'. At the end of January tribal clashes broke out between the Maasai and Gikuyu tribe over water rights. It began with a dispute over access to water from the Ewuaso Kedong river and exploded until almost thirty people died and many houses burnt to the ground. Tension has died down now and things are slowly returning to normal and most of the Gikuyu parishioners who ran away have returned. 
There is a strong chance that the original incidents were used by outsiders for their own political gain but this can not be proved. 
The Bishop and myself went to a peace prayer service a month ago which turned out not to be helpful at all as the MP made some quite inciting remarks. 
With the help of the Bishop we have been able to arrange two consignments of food aid from the World Food Organisation. 

--------------------------------

Visit of Irish Provincial
Fr. Joseph O’Reilly, the Irish Provincial visited East Africa in the month of February together with Fr. Pierce, procurator of the Irish Province and Catherine Ryan his secretary. 
Their visit to Kenya was a short one but they made time to spend a full day visiting the parish, going from one end to the other.  
I greatly appreciated their visit and the opportunity to spend time with them. I look forward to their next visit.

--------------------------------

Blessing 
Two weeks ago we had the blessing of the foundation stone for the new Sister’s convent in Kibiko.
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The sister’s, who are living in rented accommodation since their arrival in the parish last year, have begun building a five bedroom house on a plot of land they bought next door to the church in Kibiko. They will be using it for the sisters who are working in the parish and for their young candidates to come and gain community experience and be involved in the parish.

As Kibiko is close to Ngong town and the tarmac road it is easy for them to travel to and from their formation house in Nairobi.

They also wish to get involved in Ewuaso as soon as possible but housing there is a problem. 
The arrangement I have with them is that, as they themselves paid for the plot and building in Kibiko, the parish will build the convent in Ewuaso. 
For ‘the parish will build’ you must read yours truly will build. But more on that later in the year.
--------------------------------
Update on Appeals

Catechists –  Salary Sponsoring

I wrote to you the last time about  this and promised an update. 
Fr. Pierce tells me that there have been some replies and pledges. My sincere thanks to Fr. Slack, a Rosminian and parish priest of St. Jude’s Parish, Whittlesey, in the UK and his parishioners: 

Mr. & Mrs. I. J. Patterson,

Mrs. L. M. Baker,

Mrs. Tracy Bennet-Tighe,

and Mrs. Maureen Brannigan  for their generosity.
Also most recently Catherine Ryan, who visited the parish with the Irish Provincial, graciously offered to pay the salaries of two of the catechists beginning in April of this year.

I thank you all for your sacrifice and generosity. 

The catechists at their last monthly gathering together for prayer had a special period where they prayed for you all. You will all remain in my and their prayers.
This appeal is closed for now, thanks to God and you all.
Catechists – Transport
I applied to SURVIVE MIVA UK for a grant to pay for two motorcycles for the catechists and once again the Lord intervened. According to the letter I received granting the money needed my application arrived on the 9th of February and was approved at a meeting on the 10th of February, it ranks as one of the quickest they ever managed. 
Yamaha tell me the motorbikes will be delivered in the second week of April. I will give more developments on this in my next letter.

Ballyboy Primary School

After installing a solar panel for electric power in Ewuaso a local primary school teacher asked me if he could use the room to give tuition to some of the children in the evening time. As solar power is free I, of course, agreed. 
Very soon afterwards the number of children grew to 24 and another teacher volunteered to help. Two rooms were now too small.
At that moment the Lord intervened in the form of Patricia Kelly, a primary school head mistress in Ireland. Patricia was a volunteer lay missionary with her husband Tom in Tanzania some years ago and they have remained friends of the missions and the missionaries since returning to Ireland.

Patricia and the children of Ballyboy National School said they would be ‘honoured’ (their word not mine) to help Ewuaso. Within two weeks they had done ‘a spot of bag packing’ at the local supermarkets and raised over 800 Euro for new solar panels to put power in the parish social hall.
A teacher in another school had a surplus of 400 Euro remaining from a project the children were involved in and donated it to Ewuaso.
The result is that the social hall now is used at night by 40 children divided into 3 groups with three volunteer teachers. 

A wonderful development in a place where none of these children have light in their homes and therefore are unable to study at night. I am sure in the years to come we will see the real benefits of this good work of the children of Ballyboy. 
_______________________

If anyone wishes to help the growth of this new parish in anyway, financial or otherwise, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the address at the bottom of the page. 
Donations can also be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce i.c., 

Rosminian House of Prayer, Glencomeragh, 

Kilsheelin, 

Co. Tipperary, 

Ireland. 

Tel: +353 52 33181
Fr. Paddy also operates a bank account for the parish and donations can be made directly to that…

AIB Bank, 65/67 O'Connell St., Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

A/c. Name           IPIC Ewuaso Account 

A/c No.                40016297

Sorting Code:     93 53 79

Or in the USA

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald i.c., 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 

P.O. Box 1218,

Seffner,

Florida 33583.

USA. 

Tel: +1 813 689 4241

Please state for what specific purpose your donation should be used.
___________________________
Many thanks to all who are helping me in so many different ways. Rest assured that you are remembered in my prayers and those of the parishioners. 

God bless you all till the next time
John Fortune 
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