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Dear Friends
First of all let me wish you all the happiest and fullest of blessings for the new year which is well and truly upon us.

I had hoped to have this edition of the ‘Newsletter’ ready before Christmas but, ‘man proposes and God disposes’. The season was upon me before I knew it and then in my spare time I didn’t have the energy to sit in front of a computer and compose. Today my car is away for its service and so I am house bound – a great opportunity not to be squandered.

Since my last missive we have had a Rosminian deaconate ordination in the parish, a visit by Fr. General, a Maasai wedding in Ewuaso, the celebration of Christmas….. and so much more.
We have also had sad experiences, the saddest being the brutal murder in the neighbouring parish of the parish priest, an SMA missionary from Co. Clare. It was an event covered by the media and so I will not repeat here about it. Only to say that despite the horrible way he died Fr. John Hannon would have been touched by the way his parishioners and many others consoled each other after their great loss. 

 -------------------------------

Fr. General’s Visit 

Fr. General spent one day travelling with myself, and Fr. Polycarp Shayo, the superior of Africa, through the parish. It was the first time for both of them and it was a long day. While Fr. General may write elsewhere about his trip, my own impression was that he was surprised by the extent of the parish and we had covered only the length not the breath of it.

The following Sunday Fr. General celebrated mass in Kiswahili in Ewuaso and was presented with a maasai shirt (see photo) which had been made by the women of the parish. 
People came from far and wide for the mass and we were entertained at the end of the mass by singing from different groups. 
Fr. General left promising to help the development of the parish in any way he could.

Miscellaneous Updates
Since last writing I have approached all the Rosminian parishes in UK and Ireland inviting them to sponsor the salaries of the catechists in the parish. 

I have also approached a Catholic Aid organisation in the UK about sponsoring transport, in the form of two motor bikes, for catechists to be able to cover more of the areas of the parish entrusted to them. 

I hope to be able to give you more information on both of these initiatives next time I write.
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Fr. General in his new shirt !

I have also been put in contact, thanks to Fr. General, with a US aid organisation who have expressed interest in assisting in paying for the electric fence around some of the property so that we can begin the women’s self-help project in Ewuaso. I am also going to contact another organisation for funding for the irrigation in the same project. God willing we will be able to go ahead with this project before long. 

Thirty six women in Ewuaso have already begun preparing themselves to begin planting vegetables as soon as the fence is put up. They are organising themselves into groups and have already begun to bring buckets of manure for the ground. Once the project is operational the profits they make from their plots will help them in paying school fees for their children and various other things. They and their families will also benefit from the extra nutrition they will get from the vegetables.
At present it is very dry as there have only been two showers of rain since I took over in August. Gazing for cattle is non existent and so most of the people of the area have shifted their cattle great distances in search of greener pastures. This is an age old tradition, but while respecting the culture of the nomadic maasai, it is something which causes great upheaval in families as the males go off for hundreds of miles with the cattle for months on end and the women and children are left at home, fending for themselves. 

The Bishop, who comes from a farming background in Holland, is encouraging us to try to educate and win the men over to silage and hay making during the time of year when grass is in abundance so as there is some food for their cattle during the dry weather. 

Our catechist in Ewuaso is one person he has already won over but others are slow to change the habits of generations. 

Last week as I was returning from Ewuaso to Ngong I witnessed a very sad sight. An old maasai man and two old women were slaughtering one of their few cows who was too weak to stand. The catechist, who was with me, explained that the man was too old to travel with his cows the great distances to where rain has fallen and there is grazing and so will probably lose all his herd if there is no rain soon.

Three years ago the same catechist who had a herd of over 100 cows saw his herd reduced to 11 because of starvation. It was this which convinced him to follow the Bishop’s instructions about silage making. 

It is indeed strange that while we are blessed with an abundance of piped water in the area of Ewuaso nothing has been done over the years to improve grazing. 

Christmas Celebrations
This Christmas was indeed a different one for me than anything I have experienced before. 
The Christmas masses began on the 23rd in Saikere at 2p.m. and I finished in Ewuaso on the 25th with mass at 1.30 pm. It was a tiring few days but very fulfilling seeing the way the people had prepared and the simplicity yet great vivaciousness of their celebrations. 
Christmas is also the time in the parish which we have set aside for infant baptisms. We had in all 14 children baptised in three different mass centres. 
My Christmas lunch was in Ewuaso where the people had killed a few goats and the women prepared the meal. The whole congregation eat together under the trees after the mass was over.  
I was then invited to the chief’s house where there was more to eat. I eventually got back home at 6 p.m. and as the 26th was a Sunday I prepared for the next mass.
A Maasai Wedding Photo
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This photo was taken after the wedding which took place at the end of October in Ewuaso. 
It was a lively event, with great singing of hymns and liturgical dancing. The social hall which we use as a church was full to overflowing. 

I am sure that the cultural parts of the ceremony took place before the church even… that is the paying of the bride price etc. I didn’t hear how many cows the parents of the bride received.

At the beginning of the ceremony in the church the bride’s parents raised her veil and called the groom over. He was then asked if this is the girl he is to marry. He had to answer to this question, which he duly did in the positive. The church then broke out into shouts of joy and the ceremony was able to go ahead.

The reception took place under the trees outside the church and though there were many people, (I was unable to count them but there seemed to be more than twice as many as there had been during the mass), yet all were fed. 

After all were fed the ceremony continued while all gathered round in a giant circle with the couple, parents, myself and other dignatories sitting in the middle. Then there was the giving of gifts accompanied by singing and then both sets of parents were invited to speak. Their speeches entailed them giving advice to the bride and groom on how they should live their married life… not something that would happen at many marriages in the West. !!
_____________________________

I wind up now as I began wishing you all a very happy 2005.
_______________________
If anyone wishes to help the growth of this new parish in anyway, financial or otherwise, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the address at the bottom of the page. 

Donations can also be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce i.c., 

Rosminian House of Prayer, Glencomeragh, 

Kilsheelin, 

Co. Tipperary, 

Ireland. 

Tel: +353 52 33181

or

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald i.c., St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 

P.O. Box 1218,

Seffner,

Florida 33583.

USA. 

Tel: +1 813 689 4241

Please state for what specific purpose your donation should be used.
___________________________
Many thanks once again to those of you who have contacted me with words of encouragement, guarantees of prayers and Christmas and New Year greetings. Be assured of my prayers and those of the parishioners. 

God bless you all till the next time
John Fortune 
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