Ewuaso oo’Nkidongi Parish Newsletter n. 10  

November 2006
Ewuaso Kedong, Kibiko, Kimuka, Saikeri, Najile, Empaash, Olgumi Mass Centres

Dear Friends
Many greetings from Ewuaso Kedong to where I returned safely from Ireland at the end of September after a relaxing month in Ireland. 
On the 13th of August, just a week before leaving for my break, the Bishop came to Empaash to bless the church that the Christians have built there and also to administer the sacrament of confirmation. It was a very well organised event and was attended by about 300 people. 
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Bp. Cornelius blessing the church
Empaash is an interesting place. It is situated at Suswa on the Narok road and the town lies in three different districts (Narok, Nakuru and Kajiado). Depending on where you are standing you could be in different geographical and political areas. This has led to it being a hotspot for political and, at times, ethnic conflict. 

The Church plot, which lies in Kajiado district, was bought by the diocese a few years ago and yet  government surveyors had tried earlier in the year to grab the plot and subdivide it into smaller plots for shops. After a long battle we eventually got an apology from them and that was one of the reasons that we had a blessing of the tin church there with the Bishop present.

 The sad thing for the people in Empaash is that despite living on the borders of three administrative districts they have no electricity and no water. We are looking into the possibility of bringing water to the church plot in the coming year and try in some small way to help in that area. Because of the difficulties described above it is not going to be an easy job. 
Before Christmas we hope to erect a fence around the church plot in order to protect it. That may seem strange but Empaash is not as secure a place as Ewuaso. As it is on a main road there are many undesirables around. Three times so far this year we have had the door of the church broken, not by thieves but by people looking for a place to sleep for the night. Only last week we allowed 60 bus passengers, who had been robbed of everything and could not continue their journey as the tyres of their bus had been shot out, to sleep in the church. They slept on the benches and floor and were so grateful you would have sworn that we had given them 5 star accommodation.
Empaash (aka Suswa) is a place you will be hearing more about in the coming year as we being to focus our development energy there.

…………………….

Back to Ireland…… I had a nice month there with the usual activities that missionaries get up to on holidays, visiting family and friends, getting medical check-ups, visiting funding agencies and the like. I felt the time was very short and I hope by the time I go again I will have an assistant in the parish who can carry the can while I’m away.

Despite the shortness of my stay and consequently the need for quick visits I was welcomed by all I met and I think they understood my need to move on rapidly to see someone else.  Needless to say in the course of a month I didn’t get time enough to see everyone I would have liked to and if you are one of those, sorry.
Many thanks to all those, family and friends, who contributed financially towards the development of the parish.  I can’t possibly name all individually but rest assured I pray for you all individually. Below you will see what your generosity has enabled us to do.

I would ask you all to remember us in your prayers in this month as we have a big day on the 18th with the Bishop coming to Ewuaso Kedong for confirmations and blessing of new buildings. I will write more on this in the next issue of the Newsletter which I hope to get out in December.

Developments, Projects & Appeals Update

Kibiko Appeal

While in Ireland I met with the ‘Kibiko Committee’ in Kilcormac, Co. Offaly. These are a group of lively and dedicated people brought together through the initiative of Patricia Grimes to raise money for the parish. Patricia is an old friend from the time she was a volunteer missionary with her husband in Tanzania. (I can hear her as she reads this saying ‘less of the old!!’)
I spent two days in Kilcormac and met with the committee and the children of the primary school who are very involved in different initiatives for the developing world.
Seeing the enthusiasm of both adults and children and discovering the amount of energy and time they had spent on raising money and writing their projects both humbles and encourages me and I came away from there with energy for the work ahead.

With their many different initiatives, from race nights to fashion shows, from Power Point presentations to involving environmental groups, leaving families at home and going around selling tickets on the cold Irish winter evenings, surely they will deserve a rest after the target is reached, they might even decide to take that rest in Ewuaso Kedong to which they are all very welcome. 
The good news is that they have raised more than 60% of their target of 50000 Euro. 

Kindergarten Classrooms

The building of the kindergarten classrooms continued even when I was on holidays and will be one of the buildings to be blessed by the Bishop on the 18th of this month.  The work is being funded by Cross International Catholic Outreach and some of their representatives plan to be present at the opening.  More on that after the opening.
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Children & Teachers on the site before building started.
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The building as it was on my return at the end of September
Other News

The vegetable growing continues and below is a picture I took on my return of our catechist, James, and a porcupine that was playing havoc with the maize for more than six weeks. 
I had never seen such a big porcupine.  The pines were collected by the people and will be used to make necklaces and the meat was roasted and eaten by some people from Western Kenya who work in the nearby quarries. 
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While I was in Ireland I received the news that two parishes, one in Ireland and one in New Zealand, contributed towards the building of a new church in Saikeri. We hope to receive some more donations in the coming months and then we will be able to start that much needed building. Thanks to the priests and parishioners of St. Vincent De Paul, Marino and St. Thomas More Parish in New Zealand.

Finally more good news which I received while in Ireland was that the IMRS (Irish Missionary Resource Service) which administers the Missionary Development Fund provided by Development Cooperation Ireland granted our request for money to buy farming implements (spoken of at length in earlier editions of this Newsletter).  I will hopefully have photos and more news on this when I write next.
For now all that remains is to thank you all again for your ongoing prayer and support. You and yours will be in our prayers during this month and especially your deceased loved ones. 
Please pray for us also.

As always:
Donations are always needed and appreciated and can be sent to:

Fr. Patrick Pierce I.C.

Rosminian House of Prayer,

Glencomerage,

Kilsheelan,

Co. Tipperary,

Ireland

Tel: + 353 52 33181
Or directly to 

AIB Bank 65/67 O’Connell St.,

Clonmel,

Co. Tipperary

A/c Name: IPIC Ewuaso

A/c No.: 40016297

Sort code: 93 53 79
Or in the U.S.A.  to

Fr. Christopher Fitzgerald I.C.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish,

P.O. Box 1218

Seffner,

Florida 33583

U.S.A.

Tel: +1 813 689 4241

P.O. Box 522 Ngong Hills 00208 Kenya

Tel: +254 733 641544 & +254 720 911317  Email: ewuaso@wananchi.com 
Priest-in-charge Fr. John Fortune I.C. 

